
AndoverBeacon.com January 2006 $2.00

SUPPORT THE 
BEACON!

The Andover Beacon is mailed free to all 
Andover addresses thanks to the sup-
port of our volunteers, our members, and 
our advertisers. Have you done your part 
to support our community newspaper?

Andover Beacon
PO Box 149
Andover NH
03216-0149

Prsrt Std
ECRWSS

US Postage
PAID

Permit No. 5
Andover NH

POSTAL CUSTOMER

By Charlie Darling
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Before you read this article, you 
might want to read Understanding The 
Town Budget on page 4. It should make 
this article easier to understand.

The property tax bills that we re-
ceived in December for the 2005 tax 
year were about 16% higher than the 
tax bills for 2004. Unfortunately, the 
Budget Committee predicts that we 
will see another large increase in our 
tax bills next year as well.
Budget Highlights

The proposed school budget for 2006 
is up about 10%, but we won’t know un-
til the school year ends in June whether 
there will be any unexpended surplus 
from the current school year that can be 
used to lower the school tax portion of 
our 2006 tax bills.

For the town tax rate, the Board of 
Selectmen has committed to using 
funds from previous years’ surplus to 
keep the 2006 town tax rate at $1.44 per 
$1,000 of assessed value, the same as it 

was in 2005.
Both fi re departments’ tax rates are 

up slightly from last year. The impact 
of the 2006 Merrimack County budget 
on our 2006 tax bills is, at this point, 
unknown.
Public Hearings

If you wish to comment or raise 
questions about the requested local 
budgets, please attend the public hear-
ings at the Andover Town Hall, where 
all of the details of these budgets will 
be reviewed and discussed. The public 
hearings will be held on:

January 11, 2006 at 7 PM: Andover 
School Budget

January 18, 2006 at 7 PM: Town, 
Fire Departments, and Water District 
Budgets
School District Budget

The Andover School Board has pro-
posed a budget for 2006 of $3,560,488, 
up $326,395, or 10.1%, over the appro-
priated budget for 2005.

The major components of this bud-

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

In order to keep publishing the Bea-
con, we have to have the fi nancial sup-
port of at least 300 households in our 
second year of publishing. Since last 
October, we’ve received 191 donations, 
gift subscriptions, and out-of-town sub-
scriptions. 

We thank everyone who has been so 
generous to date! It’s thanks to you and 
to our wonderful advertisers that every 
household in Andover has a copy of this 
month’s Beacon to read, to learn from, 
and to enjoy.

Now it’s time to get serious about 
motivating at least another 109 people 
to write a check. To help us reach this 
vitally important goal, Uncle Sam from 
Andover’s Fourth of July parade has is-
sued this challenge:

“To the good citizens of Andover:

“WHEREAS The Andover Beacon 
is an important part of life in our small 
town, and

“WHEREAS the Beacon can’t op-
erate without the funds it raises in part 
through donations, gift subscriptions, 
and out-of-town subscriptions, and

“WHEREAS we could all use a 
little fun and excitement when winter 
starts to drag and it seems like spring 
will never come, 

“THEREFORE, 
“IF, by 5 PM on February 22 the 

Beacon has achieved its goal of 300 or 
more members in its second publish-
ing year, 

“THEN I, Uncle Sam, will march 
down Main Street in the Village of 
Andover at Noon on the Fourth of 
March, 2006. The good citizens of 
Andover and its many clubs and orga-

By Anne Hewitt
For the Beacon

Avian fl u, so much in the news of 
late, is not yet a problem… but its threat 
looms in the future. Epidemiologists 
feel that we’re due for a pandemic, a 
global disease outbreak. It may be soon-
er or it may be later...it may be avian fl u 
or it may be some other fl u. The experts 
can’t say exactly what or when, but they 
feel sure it will happen.

An infl uenza pandemic occurs 
when a new infl uenza virus emerges 
for which there is little or no human im-
munity, begins to cause serious illness, 
and then spreads easily person-to-per-
son worldwide.

Governmental agencies at all levels 
are preparing for the possibility of a 
pandemic. Prevention techniques can be 
helpful, but once an outbreak arrives an 

action plan should already be in place. 
Pandemic preparedness involves gov-
ernment, healthcare providers, emer-
gency response, agriculture, education, 
business, communication, community-
based, and faith-based sectors, as well 
as private citizens.

Planning for such a catastrophe 
started after September 11, 2001  in an-
ticipation of a smallpox outbreak. New 
Hampshire developed 29 regional plans 
coordinated around hospital services. 
Andover’s Safety Committee is expand-
ing its plan to address not just smallpox, 
but “all hazards.” 

East Andover Fire Chief and Andover 
Rescue Squad member Rene Lefebvre is 
involved in that process and attends train-
ing sessions that recently have focused 
on avian fl u. He shared information from 

2006 Property Taxes 
Likely Higher Than 2005

A Challenge To The Andover Community:

WILL UNCLE SAM PARADE 
FOUR MONTHS EARLY?

Town Plans For Predicted Pandemic

Rather than covering a cough or sneeze with your hands, health experts rec-
ommend using the crook of the elbow, as demonstrated by Ms. Hildebrand’s 
second graders at AE/MS, to prevent spreading germs.  Photo: Anne Hewitt

See Pandemic  on page 6

See Budget  on page 6

See Uncle Sam  on page 2
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BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two Bill and Beth Chamberlin
Bowie’s Market Breakfast for Two Wayne and Sally Nicoll
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf Ken and Nancy Tripp
Jake’s Market in Andover $10 Cash Card Steve and Lynsey Perkins
Mackenna’s Restaurant $10 Gift Certifi cate Mike Vercellotti & Nancy Witherspoon
Andover Service Club Cookbook Karen and Don Gross

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
Feb. 3. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Sunday, Jan. 15Sunday, Jan. 15 at the 
latest. And earlier is always better!

Are there 300300 
households in 
Andover that 

value 
the Beacon? 
Please help 
us reach our 

goal!
Households 

donating so far 
in Year Two: 

191191

300     —

275     —

250     —

225     —

200     —

175     —

150     —

125     —

100     —

75     —

    50     —

 25    —

nizations are invited to march along be-
hind or to simply come and enjoy the 
silly spectacle.”

It’s a good bit of silly fun, but it’s in 
support of a very serious and very im-
portant goal – to put a fi rm, sustainable 
fi nancial foundation under the Beacon. 

If you haven’t already done your part 
in that cause, now is defi nitely the time. 
Please use the form on page three and 
contribute as generously as you can.

For more information about the 
Beacon or if you have questions, visit 
our Web site at AndoverBeacon.com, e-
mail us at Info@AndoverBeacon.com, 
call us at 735-6099, or write us at PO 
Box 149, Andover 03216.

Beacon Bits
It’s the time of year when we’re all 

thinking about 2006, the shiny new 
year we’ve been given, and how we’re 
going to spend it. Like the rest of us, the 
Beacon has goals and dreams it needs 
to focus on in 2006. Here are a few of 
the most important ones.

Goal #1: Build a fi rm, sustainable 
fi nancial foundation. Getting to 300 
members will get us to break-even ev-
ery month, a critical milestone we have 
yet to reach. Beyond that milestone, 
adding more members and more adver-
tisers will start erasing the “hole” in our 
fi nances that over a year of month-to-
month losses has created.

Here’s how you can help us reach 
this vitally important goal:

• If you aren’t a Beacon member, 
become one today! There’s a form on 
page three that makes it easy. If you’re 
not sure whether you’re already a mem-
ber or not, call me at 735-6099 and I’ll 
look it up for you.

• Give the gift of the Beacon to 
friends and family who live out of 
town. Whether you give a gift subscrip-
tion or a Beacon t-shirt (available at the 
Andover Service Club’s Thrift Shop), 
they’ll really enjoy it.

• If you have a business, consider an 
ad in the Beacon or consider sponsor-
ing a page of the Beacon. Details are on 
our Web site at AndoverBeacon.com, or 
call me at 735-6099.

• Talk to your friends and neighbors 
and ask them to support the Beacon. 
There’s nothing more important you 
can do for the Beacon in the long term 
than to help other people realize that it’s 
worth supporting.

To help reach our important fi nancial 
goals for this year, we’re considering:

• Bumper stickers or pins so Bea-
con members can show their support 
and thereby encourage others.

• A neighborhood canvassing cam-
paign to get neighbors encouraging 
neighbors to support the Beacon.

Goal #2: Continue to involve more 
volunteers in publishing the Beacon. 
We know from experience that the few-
er volunteers involved in publishing the 
Beacon, the less likely it is to continue 
publishing. This is a simple reality that 
we can never ignore.

Volunteering for the Beacon must be 
easy and enjoyable for everyone. Our 
philosophy is “Do something you enjoy, 
and do it when it’s convenient for you.” 
We don’t ask our volunteers to make 
big commitments, and we work hard to 
match each volunteer to a job they enjoy.

New volunteer positions we’d espe-
cially like to fi ll this year include:

• Help with production, especially 
preparing ads or photos for print. This 
is a great opportunity to learn some 
new skills on your computer.

• Help managing the fl ood of ar-
ticles and photos we receive every 
month. Keeping track of what’s where 

is an exciting challenge.
• More Beacon “guides,” volunteers 

who help other people in the commu-
nity get organized and motivated to cre-
ate the articles and photos the Beacon 
needs every month. We especially need 
Beacon Guides in the following areas 
– Town News; Andover Town Govern-
ment; People and Events; Proctor Acad-
emy; Merrimack Valley High School

• More writers who enjoy writing 
about town news and town government.

• Someone to coordinate the activi-
ties of all our volunteers and help fi nd 
new volunteers.

• An Events Coordinator to help with 
the Beacon’s involvement in various 
community activites like the Fourth of 
July, or like the new ideas listed below.

• An ad sales manager to oversee 
sales and production of the ads in the 
Beacon.

Goal #3: Find ways to give more 
back to the community while advanc-
ing our fi rst two goals. There are many 
community activities that the Beacon 
could help make happen and that would, 
at the same time, help the Beacon reach 
its fi nancial and/or volunteering goals. 

Here are some of the ideas we’d like 
to explore:

• Should we help organize block 
parties around Andover as a way to 
build community and as an opportunity 
to raise funds for the Beacon?

• Should we organize informal 
classes to help our volunteers and oth-
ers in the community learn new skills 
(especially skills that they can use at the 
Beacon)? Would a class on using your 
digital camera be well received? Or 
how about one on community outreach 
and publicity for local organizations? 
Or one on designing ads and fl yers?

• Should we organize a kids and 
grown-ups town game night to benefi t 
the Beacon? Board games, card games, 
party games – all good reasons to spend 
an evening away from the TV.
2006 Will Be A Great Year

2006 will be the year we get the 
Beacon on a fi rm fi nancial footing – we 
simply have no choice in the matter. 
Like every other year, it will be a year 
of fi nding more ways to make it easy 
and enjoyable for everyone to volunteer 
for the Beacon. And this year we’ll start 
exploring ways to give more back to the 
community while still advancing our fi -
nancial and volunteering goals.

It’s going to be a great year for the Bea-
con! Please join the fun and do all you can 
to help these dreams come true.

Regardless of the parking situation 
and the addition of a split rail fence 

between the East Andover Post Offi ce 
and Bowie’s Market, I sincerely hope 
that everyone will make the effort to 
support Bowie’s Market. I know that 
99.9% of us really enjoy having a store 
in town again.

Bruce and Chris Bowie have made a 
great effort despite the loss of their store 
in Bradford. Let’s show them that East 
Andover can be a great place to do busi-
ness by being “neighborly” and stop-
ping by. Our actions will speak much 
louder than any words. 

I hope you will join me in this effort. 
Jackie Adams

Shouldn’t we be able to pay our town 
taxes, license fees, registrations, etc. 

by credit card? If there is a fee associated 
with this it should be absorbed by the Town 
because this option would bring in more 
dollars in a timely fashion and the money 
is available immediately to the Town.

Don Varnum
[According to Town Administrator 

Mark Stetson, New Hampshire law allows 
a municipality to accept credit cards, but 
it is neither practical nor common prac-
tice for municipalities to absorb the fee 
– it would mess up budget calculations. 

A petition with 25 signatures of reg-
istered voters would put the credit card 
issue before Town Meeting for a vote.]

Letters
Uncle Sam  from page 1
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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The February and March issues of the 
Beacon are the most important issues of 
the year. They help our community pre-
pare for a productive, constructive Town 
Meeting and School District Meeting, as 
well as meetings for our two fi re depart-
ments and the Water District.

The March issue is also the issue in 
which we publish “The Rest Of The 
Town Report,” a section that gives 20 
or more of the local non-profi t orga-
nizations that serve our community a 
chance to let us all know what they’ve 
accomplished in the past year and what 
they plan for the next.

Pulling together all the material for 
these two issues is a very big job, and 
we have very little time to do it. Mate-
rial for the February issue needs to be in 
hand by January 15, and for the March 
issue by February 15 – in other words, 
before you know it!

Here’s how you can help:
If you belong to any committee... 

talk with other committee members 
about what information your committee 
has that voters need to understand before 
Town Meeting. Get in touch with the 
Beacon right away so we can start plan-
ning how best to include that information 
in the February and/or March issues.

If you belong to a local non-profi t 
organization... fi nd out who might write 
a short (250 words) annual report for 
your organization by February 6 at the 
latest. Urge them to get in touch with the 

Beacon right away for details about what 
to cover, how to send it to us, etc.

If you’re involved in preparing a 
warrant article... give careful thought 
to what voters need to know to vote 
intelligently on the article, then get in 
touch with the Beacon right away to 
discuss how the Beacon can help get 
that information into voters’ hands.

If you’re a candidate on one of the 
March ballots... consider preparing a 
short statement (150 words maximum) 
and providing a head-and-shoulders 
photo for the March issue. Materials 
must be in our hands by February 6 
at the latest. Contact the Beacon right 
away for details.

If you’re planning to prepare 
something for the February or 
March issues... please don’t blindside 
us with it. Contact us right away to dis-
cuss what you’re working on so we can 
be prepared.

If you have any interest in town gov-
ernment... please volunteer to help us 
make the February and March issues the 
best they can be. We need people to orga-
nize and coordinate, to research, to write, 
to edit, to contact people...to do all kinds 
of things! Please let us know how you’d 
like to help. Your help is very important!

The Beacon can’t serve the commu-
nity to its full potential, especially for 
the critical February and March issues, 
without your help. If there’s anything 
you can do to help, please contact us at 
735-6099 or Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 
as soon as possible. 

The 2005 Local Government Center 
Conference was held over three days in 
mid-November in Manchester. On No-
vember 17, Andover was awarded sec-
ond place for its 2004 Town Report.

The New Hampshire Local Govern-
ment Center conducts an Annual Re-
port Contest each year. The awards are 
given to towns in each of six population 
categories, plus one for the cities. 

Andover’s win this year was no fl uke. 
Rather, it’s our fi fth Town Report award 
in the past 12 years. In 1993, the town 
won fi rst place. It won third in 1997 and 
2000 and second in 2002 and again this 
year.

The plaque for the 2004 Town Re-
port award is on display in the Town 
Offi ce lobby.

By Jim Danforth
State Representative

The December Beacon raised the 
question of why Andover’s share of 
the overall County assessment has in-
creased by so much more than the over-
all County budget itself has increased. 
Based on my long conversations with 
County staff and offi cials, it’s not be-
cause of an error in calculations.

Andover’s share of the County bud-
get is 1.9%, while Concord’s share is 
25.9%. Everything being equal, this 
means that Andover’s total real estate 
assessed value should be 7.5% of Con-
cord’s. And based on the State’s equal-
ized assessed valuations from 2004 for 
Andover, our $274,459,881 valuation is 
indeed 7.5% of the City of Concord’s 
$3,630,522,465 valuation. 

But based on personal observation of 
the size of Andover and the size of Con-
cord, I have a hard time seeing how Ando-
ver’s tax base could be 7.5% of Concord’s 
tax base. I think that percentage should be 
a lot lower, maybe around 4%.
Other Ways To Compare

Real estate valuation isn’t the only 
way to compare two areas. Here are 
some other ways to look at whether 
we’re paying just our fair share of the 
County budget, or more.

Commercial Property: I have not 
been able to obtain the numbers com-

paring the commercial property tax 
base of Concord and Andover; but I feel 
it would be fair to claim that Andover 
has less than 1% of the commercial 
property of Concord.

Population: A population com-
parison between Concord (population 
41,380) and Andover (population 2,174) 
shows that Andover is only 5.25% the 
size of Concord. 

Benefi ts: Based on the current 2005 
County tax assessment and the 2004 
benefi t analysis of County services 
(including employment by Andover 
residents but excluding the County pris-
on), Andover property owners will be 
paying about $80,000 more in County 
property tax than Andover receives in 
benefi ts from the County.

Using the 2006 County budget and 
2005 County tax rate, Andover prop-
erty owners would pay $602,075 to the 
County under the current system based 
on property value. If County taxes were 
based on population, Andover would pay 
$421,452. With a direct benefi t estimated 
at $522,075 for the residents of Andover, 
the population method seems to give a 
number that’s too low to be fair.

I have written to Merrimack County 
Commissioners asking that a committee 
be set up to investigate possible methods 
of determining towns’ and cities’ share of 
the County tax rate that would be fair.

County Taxes Are Correct...
But Are They Fair To Andover?

TOWN MEETING ISSUE COMING

2004 Town Report Wins Award

Pictured on the cover of Andover’s award-winning Town Report 2004 were 
seven Andover servicemen. Clockwise from the top: Benjamin Beauchemin, 
David Grover, Matthew Adams, Larry Wilson, Jeremy Shedd, Kevin Barry. 
Center: Nicholas Meier (1980-2004).

Debbie MartinDebbie Martin

Providing You 
With Truly 

Professional 
Real Estate 

Services From 
Our Andover 

Office
10 Lawrence St. •  Andover NH 03216  •  603•735•5006

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is Andover’s most eagerly read source of good news 
from Andover, East Andover, West Andover, Potter Place, and 

Cilleyville. It is mailed every month to over 1,100 households in 
Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad 
sales team or visit AndoverBeacon.com

Judy Evans Judy Evans 
735-5331 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
735-5454

Marj Roy Marj Roy 
735-5112

Tina Barton Tina Barton 
735-6476

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $182 $102 $54 $19

Eighth page $374 $210 $111 $39
Quarter page $662 $372 $196 $69

Half page $1,334 $750 $396 $139
Full page $2,486 $1,398 $738 $259

Pre-printed insert $1,334 $750 $396 $139
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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

This is the second year now that I’ve 
struggled to really understand the Town 
budget in order to be sure that the Beacon 
explains things as clearly and fairly as 
possible. It’s still a maddeningly complex 
set of issues, but I’m starting to see some 
underlying basic ideas that are helping 
me understand it all a little better.

I thought it would be useful to lay out 
those basic ideas here, to help those of our 
readers who are interested prepare for 
the Budget Committee’s public hearings 
in January and Town Meeting in March. 
These basic ideas won’t make you a mu-
nicipal fi nance expert – far from it! But 
they may help you be a bit less confused 
by some of the things you hear.

Idea #1: The total budget amount 
may have very little impact on our 
property tax bills. The total budget 
amount has to account for every dollar 
that the Town will spend this year. But 
just because we have to spend a dollar 
doesn’t necessarily mean that dollar 
will appear on somebody’s property tax 
bill. The total budget amount could go 
up, but our property tax bills could go 
down – or vice versa.

How’s that possible? Keep reading!
Idea #2: We have fi ve different ways 

to get the money to cover the total budget 
plus any tax credits we grant. And only 
one of those ways is from property taxes.

Some of the money to cover the bud-
get is money that we’ve already saved 
in previous years for a specifi c purpose. 
These savings are called Capital Re-
serve Accounts or Trust Funds. 

Some of the money to cover the 
budget is money that the state or 
federal government will directly re-
imburse us for as soon as we spend 
it. Last year, for example, we put 
$350,000 in the budget to rebuild the 
Dyer’s Crossing bridge, but the state 
paid us back 80% of that.

Some of the money to cover the bud-
get comes from fees and taxes other than 
the property tax. At around $300,000, 
motor vehicle permit fees are by far the 

biggest example of this type of money, 
but it includes dog licenses, building 
permits, the sale of recyclables, interest 
and penalties, and many other types of 
income to the Town.

Some of the money to cover the 
budget can come from money left over 
from previous years, if there is any. The 
Selectmen and/or Town Meeting often 
use money from “previous years’ sur-
plus” to cover specifi c budget items or 
to make the total revenue numbers work 
out in a certain way.

Finally, whatever money we need in 
order to cover the budget, but that we 
haven’t taken from one of the four sources 
of money listed above, has to come from 
the town portion of our property tax bill.

Idea #3: The town portion of our 
property tax bill is determined by a 
complex juggling act. The juggling act 
starts with the total town budget – the 
money we need to spend in the coming 
year. But after that, it’s all about “rev-
enue” – the money with which we’ll 
cover that total budget. 

As discussed above, there are only 
fi ve sources of revenue. Here’s how 
those sources of revenue cover our ex-
penses for the year.

• We take money for some budget-
ted expenses out of Capital Reserve Ac-
counts and Trust Funds. That’s pretty 
straightforward because the rules for 
how money in those accounts can or 
can’t be used are clear.

• We count on reimbursements from 
the state and/or federal governments for 
some budgetted expenses. Last year we 
counted on a lot of reimbursement reve-
nue for the Dyer’s Crossing bridge proj-
ect. This year, none of our budgetted 
expenses are reimbursable. In general, 
we have a good idea of what’s reimburs-
able and what’s not.

• We make our best guess about the 
revenue we’ll get from fees and taxes 
other than the property tax. But this gets 
tricky –how many motor vehicle permits 
will be issued next year? How much rev-
enue will we earn from the recyclables 

The total of what we 
plan to spend, plus 
any tax credits we 

grant, must be 
balanced exactly by 
the total of the fi ve 
sources of revenue 

available to us.

Town Portion of Town Portion of 
Property TaxesProperty Taxes

From Capital ReserveFrom Capital Reserve

ReimbursementsReimbursements

Other RevenueOther Revenue

From Prior Years’ From Prior Years’ 
SurplusSurplus

Tax CreditsTax Credits

Total Budgetted Total Budgetted 
ExpendituresExpenditures

(“The Budget”)(“The Budget”)

BALANCING THE TOWN BUDGETBALANCING THE TOWN BUDGET

UNDERSTANDING THE 
TOWN BUDGET

See Balance  on page 5

Lake Sunapee Region 
Visiting Nurse Association, 
your valued, professional lo-
cal home care agency since 
1970 is ready to help.

We offer a variety of ser-
vices for seniors who want to 
remain at home, including:

• Health Status Monitoring
• Medication Assistance
• Light Housekeeping
• Cooking
• Bathing 
• Hairdressing
• 24-Hour Nursing On Call

Let us create a personalized 
plan for you or your loved one.

Please call Maureen at 
(603) 526-4077

Be sure to ask for the “Safe 
and Secure at Home” program.

WE CARE WHERE YOU ARE

Happy  Happy  
 New New
  Year!  Year!

526-9202526-9202
394 Main St., New London

from your friends at

Pizza Chef

TOWN of ANDOVER
Andover Budget

Committee
Public Hearings

Andover School Budget 
January 11, 7 PM

Town, Fire, and Water Budgets
January 18, 7 PM

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.
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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Even if a pandemic rages in the world 
around us, there’s no law that says you 
and your family have to get sick. If you 
and enough of your neighbors take the 
necessary precautions when the fl u ar-
rives, Andover could be spared many of 
the dire consequences that experts are 
predicting.

The secret to staying healthy when 
fl u is everywhere starts with “think-
ing like a germ.” You can’t get the fl u 
if fl u germs can’t get inside you. If you 
stop them while they’re still outside, you 
won’t get sick.

And fl u germs don’t get inside you by 
magic. They are spread from sick people 
to well people by simple, everyday ac-
tions and behaviors, many of which we 
don’t even think about. 

When fl u is around, it’s time to think 
carefully about these everyday things, 
because you can change almost all of 
them and drastically reduce the chance 
of getting the fl u.
Stay Healthy

To keep from getting the fl u...
...keep your hands away from your 

face as much as possible. The easiest 
way to get the fl u is by getting fl u germs 
on your hands and then giving them a 
free ride to your mouth, nose, or eyes.

...wash your hands often. If the fl u is 
around, your hands will be picking up 
fl u germs constantly. Stop those germs 
before they get any further!

...avoid places where the germs are. 
Don’t go to public places and public 
events any more than you have to. And 
as soon as you get home, wash your face 
and hands.

...keep your immune system strong. 
Dress warmly, particularly your head 
and neck, so your body doesn’t have to 
divert energy from your immune system 
to keep itself warm. Take a good multi-
vitamin every day. Consider immune-
system-enhancing herbs like echinacea.

...stop, drop, and roll into bed at the 
fi rst sign of a problem. If you feel the 

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

The Andover Elementary / Middle 
School Facility Study is complete. It 
will be presented to the public on Tues-
day, January 10 at 7:30 PM in the AE/
MS gym.

This is a very important public meet-
ing, as the results of the Facility Study 
will help the Andover community de-
cide whether or not to expand or update 
our school building, our school grounds, 
and our educational programs. These 
decisions could impact the school bud-
gets for the next several years, as there 
could be capital costs and operational 
costs to implement any changes. 

The Facility Study is a direct re-
sponse to one of the fi ve goals in the 
AE/MS Long Range Plan. Dr. Mark 
Joyce and Mr. Dennis Pope of the New 
Hampshire School Administrators As-

Traffi c Advisory
From the Beacon Traffi c ’Copter

In early December, New Hamp-
shire DOT welded reinforcing steel 
plates to six of the nine beams that 
support the bridge over Hame Shop 
Brook on Bradley Lake Road. After 
an inspection, DOT informally ad-
vised the Selectmen that the bridge 
can handle legal loads again. Upon 
receipt of a formal notice from DOT 
the Selectmen plan to remove the 
posting.

Planning continues for rebuilding 
the bridge in the spring.

slightest hint of “something coming 
on,” put your normal routine on hold for 
a few hours or a day. Get some extra rest 
and drink lots of hot liquids – give your 
immune system some help in fi ghting 
off the germs. Half a day off now might 
save you, your friends, and your family 
each a week or two of misery. 
Keep It To Yourself

If you do wind up sick, do everything 
you can to “keep it to yourself.” Epidem-
ics aren’t caused by sick people – they’re 
caused by sick people spreading their 
sickness. To protect your friends and 
family...

...get into bed and stay there. It’s 
what’s best for you, and it’s defi nitely 
best for your friends and family not to 
have you around and about, spreading 
germs.

...don’t cough or sneeze into the air or 
into your hands – that’s a sure-fi re way 
to spread fl u germs. Cover your mouth 
and nose with a large handkerchief or 
the crook of your elbow instead. Use 
disinfect hand-wipes on your hands and 
face after each cough or sneeze.

...if things get bad enough that the 
state issues quarantine orders, cooper-
ate! If things are that serious, then lives 
are at stake – quite possibly yours or 
your family’s – and obeying a quaran-
tine order may be the best way to save 
your own life or the lives of others.

we collect at the Transfer Station and 
sell? Nobody can be exactly sure.

• The Selectmen and/or Town Meeting 
can take money from the previous years’ 
surplus account, if there is any money 
there to take. The Selectmen often take 
enough from the previous years’ surplus 
account so that the rest of the revenue we 
need (which at this point can only come 
from the town portion of the property 
tax) works out to a certain amount.

• Finally, whatever we haven’t raised 
in these other ways has to be raised 
through the town portion of the prop-
erty tax. The remaining amount we 
need is divided by the total assessment 
of all the taxable land and buildings in 
town to come up with the town portion 
of the property tax rate, and that’s what 
appears on your tax bill.

Estimated Vs. Actual
So we spend money all year, and we 

raise money from fi ve different sources 
to cover that spending. And because 
there are a lot of unknowns in setting 
the budget and estimating revenues (to 
say nothing of unexpected equipment 
breakdowns or unusual spring and fall 
fl oods), things never work out exactly 
as planned.

If we come up a little short, the Se-
lectmen have to take the difference out 
of the previous years’ surplus account. 
If we come out a little ahead, the dif-
ference goes into the previous years’ 
surplus account to help out in future 
budget years.

Then it’s time to start work on the 
next year’s budget, and the cycle starts 
all over again.

Balance  from page 4

Help Prevent An Epidemic In Andover

AE/MS Facility Study To Be 
Unveiled In Public Meeting

School Board and SAU 46 offi cials: Front (l-r): Andover School Board mem-
bers Robin Boynton, Vicky Mishcon, Doug Boisvert, David Hewitt, and Renee 
Goodwin. Back: Dr. Michael Martin, SAU 46 Superintendent of Schools; Jane 
Slayton, AE/MS Principal; Kathleen Boucher, SAU 46 Human Resources 
Manager; Christine Barry, SAU 46 Assistant Superintendent; Kristin Flaherty, 
AE/MS Assistant Principal; Robin Heins, SAU 46 Business Administrator. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling

AE/MS AE/MS 
FACILITY STUDYFACILITY STUDY

PUBLIC 
PRESENTATION

AE/MS Facility Study
January 10 at 7:30 PM

AE/MS Gym
Please plan to attend to hear the 
consultants’ recommendations

for expansion and/or update of the 
AE/MS building and grounds
For more info, call 735-5494

sociation conducted the independent 
study for the Andover School Board, 
soliciting input from the public, the AE/
MS staff, and the School Board.

Please join the Andover School 
Board at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, January 
10 in the school gym for this very im-
portant public meeting.
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get increase are:
• High school tuition up  $154,160
• Faculty salary up  $60,864
• Special education up  $51,836
• Roof repairs  $30,000
• High school tuition reserve fund
  $25,000
• Fuel and energy up  $16,118
The impact of the proposed school 

budget on 2006 tax bills would be 
$10.64. That fi gure may turn out to be 
lower if, at the end of this school year in 
June, there are any unexpended funds 
to apply to the 2006 budget. 

At the end of the 2004/2005 school 
year in June 2005 there was $95,289 of 
unexpended surplus that was used to re-
duce the 2005 school tax rate from $9.31 
to $9.01. We won’t know until next June 
whether there will be any unexpended 
funds to lower the 2006 school tax rate.
Town Budget

For 2005, Town Meeting passed 
a budget for the Town of Andover of 
$1,567,138.  Signifi cant portions of the 
expenditures in this budget were cov-
ered by reimbursements from the state 
for highway projects. 

After taking into account: 
• revenues from sources other than 

property taxes,
• reimbursements from the state,
• withdrawals from capital reserve 

accounts, and
• the application of $72,148 from 

previous years’ surplus,
the net amount to be funded by proper-
ty taxes was $372,226, and the resulting 
tax rate for 2005 was $1.44.

For 2006, the Board of Selectmen 
propose a budget of $1,494,153.  Again 
taking into account: 

• estimated revenues from sources 
other than property taxes,

• reimbursements from the state,
• withdrawals from capital reserve 

accounts, and
• the application of approximately 

$400,000 from previous years’ 
surplus,

the net amount to be funded by prop-
erty taxes can be held the same as in 
2005, approximately $372,000. The 
Selectmen have committed to holding 
the town property tax rate for 2006 at 
$1.44, the same as for 2005. 

The big question raised by these 
town budget fi gures is why, when the 
total budget is down by about $70,000, 
do we have to use over fi ve times as 
much money from previous years’ sur-
plus than we did last year to achieve the 
same tax rate? 

Part of the answer lies in a one-time 
revenue boost of about $114,000 we 
received in 2005 from the sale of two 
pieces of town land (one on Chase Hill 
Road and one on Depot Street). That 
lowered signifi cantly the amount the 
Selectmen had to use in 2005 from pre-
vious years’ surplus.

Another part of the answer involves 
the 2005 Dyer’s Crossing bridge proj-
ect. The 2005 budget included about 
$350,000 in expenses for the Dyer’s 
Crossing bridge project. The state re-
imbursed us for 80% of that expense 
– that’s about $280,000 of the 2005 
budget that we didn’t have to cover with 
“local” money.

The fi nal part of the answer lies in 
several major increases in expenses for 
2006, including:

Purchase a road grader. By ap-
propriating $80,000 this year (instead 
of the $30,000 we’ve been appropriat-
ing each year as a capital reserve for re-
placing the grader), we’ll have enough 
(along with the existing capital reserve) 
to replace the failing grader this year in-
stead of next.

Highways and bridges. The special 
project for 2006 is to resurface Chase 
Hill Road, which will cost more than 
we normally spend each year on special 
highway projects. It will be cheaper to 
do the job all at one time, rather than 
split it up into two years, so this year’s 
special project appropriation is $22,700 
higher than last year’s. Coupled with an 
increase in equipment rental costs of 
over $15,500, the Highway and Bridges 
appropriation is up by $37,740.

Bradley Lake Bridge repair. The 
Town’s share of the New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation’s budget 
to rebuild this failing bridge is $24,000.

Purchase trash trailer for the 
Transfer Station. By appropriating 
$22,000 this year (instead of the $10,000 
we’ve been appropriating each year as 
a capital reserve for replacing the trash 
trailer), we’ll have enough (along with 
the existing capital reserve) to replace 

a recent seminar with the Beacon.
“Avian fl u has greater potential for 

impact because it is more likely to strike 
everyone, not just the very young and 
old typically affected by fl u. In com-
parison, a population of 100,000 hit by 
a ‘normal’ fl u would result in about 10 
people hospitalized and one death. Avi-
an fl u within the same 100,000 could 
incapacitate 3,000 people, send 75 to 
hospitals, and kill half of them. Consid-
ering New Hampshire’s situation, that’s 
about 10,000 really sick people, and we 
only have about 2,500 hospital beds.”

The experts are saying we could 
see a third of the population or more 
sick in bed for two weeks, all at once. 
This raises serious questions of hav-
ing enough people to carry on critical 
everyday tasks like fi re, police, rescue, 
and medical services. Suppliers of fuel, 
utilities, and fi nancial services will be 
affected as well. Hospitals likely will 
be full; evacuation centers may need to 
care for people who can’t stay at home. 
Evacuation centers will need stockpiles 
of food and supplies.

“A recurring message we’re getting 
is that local communities will be pret-
ty much on our own,” Chief Lefebvre 
added. “We can’t count on a lot of help 
from the state or federal governments 
– they’ll simply be overwhelmed.”

Jane Hubbard, of Hubbard Consult-
ing, concurs. “We should plan on no out-
side help. The state will be so consumed 
with tracking cases that there essentially 
will be no assistance to the locals.” Hub-
bard Consulting was hired by the Town 
of Andover through a state/federal grant 
to assist communities in developing 
emergency response plans.

“Right now we are a little bit ahead 
of the regions on this…we expect much 
more dialog in the months to come on 
how Andover will fi t into the regional 
plan,” Jane added.

Chief Lefebvre’s contacts with other 
towns leaves him with the same feeling. 
“Andover’s ahead of most communi-
ties. The hard part will be quarantining 
those who are sick, their families, and 
protecting the caregivers. We’re social 
creatures, and limiting contact with 
each other to avoid contagion may be 
the greatest challenge.”

it with a bigger one this year instead of 
next. The current trash trailer is worn 
out and is fi lled nearly to capacity sev-
eral Saturdays during the summer.

Police salaries. Andover is currently 
the third-lowest-paying town of our size 
in terms of what we pay our police of-
fi cers. An increase of $12,439 this year 
includes a small rise in hourly pay rates, 
plus the cost of increasing from 24 hours 
per week to 32 the number of night hours 
when we have an offi cer on duty.

Transfer Station expenses. An in-
crease of $12,639 includes increases in 
operating expenses like salaries; truck-
ing expense to Penacook; tipping fees at 
Penacook; construction debris disposal 
fees; and hazardous waste collection fees.

Most of these major increases have 
to be covered 100% by the town, un-
like last year’s Dyer’s Crossing bridge 
project, which was 80% covered by the 
state. To cover these increases without 
increasing the property tax rate (and 
without the “help” of selling $114,000 
of land, as we did last year), the Select-
men have committed to using about 
$400,000 from previous years’ surplus. 

So the bottom line is that in a year 
when Andover’s total budgetted expenses 
have decreased slightly, we have to come 
up with over $300,000 more money from 
local sources than we did last year.
Fire Department Budgets

The Andover Fire Department tax 
rate is estimated at $0.61 for 2006, com-
pared with $0.58 for 2005.

The East Andover Fire Department 
tax rate is estimated at $0.33 for 2006, 
compared with $0.32 for 2005.
County Assessment

The Merrimack County assessment 
for 2006 to Andover taxpayers is as yet 
unknown, but it is anticipated to be at 
least as large as it was last year, at a tax 
rate of $2.29.

Special thanks to Ed Hiller, Vice-
Chairman of the Budget Committee, and 
to Mark Stetson, Town Administrator, 
for their extraordinary expertise, pa-
tience, and help in the Beacon’s cover-
age of this year’s budget. They stuck with 
us through endless drafts and were al-
ways there to niggle out the most arcane 
details or to air the broadest theoretical 
and philosophical concerns. Our cover-
age would not have been even remotely 
possible without their contributions.

Budget  from page 1 Pandemic  from page 1

BOWIE’S MARKET
Breakfast cooked to order
Hot Lunch specials daily

Sandwiches & Subs made to order
Open Daily 7 am - 2 pm

Eat In or Take Out - Call Ahead!
776 Franklin Hwy • East Andover • 735-6003

In the heart of East Andover, between the post office and the church

Chris’ Kitchen

7 AM - 7 PM
SUN 7 - 4

FRESH MEATS • DELI

FRESH-BAKED BREAD & ROLLS 
DELI PLATTERS

GROCERIES

STOP IN AND CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS!STOP IN AND CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS!
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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The July 11 electrical fi re that badly 
damaged the main fl oor and showroom 
of The Barn Store on Route 4 in Salis-
bury is just a memory now. On De-
cember 10 the repaired and refurbished 
showroom was reopened for business.

Since the fi re, the store had been 
operating with a greatly reduced in-
ventory, using the undamaged ground 
fl oor and rented trailers to accommo-
date customers. Employees and cus-
tomers alike are thrilled to have the 
main fl oor back in use and to have The 
Barn Store’s full range of inventory 
available again.

The rebuilding project included 

some new features as well. There’s now 
a dressing room off the showroom fl oor, 
and a kitchen and dining area should be 
in operation this spring for breakfast 
and lunch.

The Barn Store is also planning to 
sell hormone- and antibiotic-free pork, 
lamb, and beef. The locally raised meat 
will be available in a variety of cuts 
including steaks, chops, bacon, legs of 
lamb, and the like. 

The Barn Store is on Route 4 in 
Salisbury, a bit south of Route 127. It 
is open seven days a week, Monday 
through Friday 7 AM to 6 PM, Satur-
day 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, and Sunday 
9:30 AM to 4 PM. You can reach them 
at 648-2888.

By Elizabeth Walters
Concord Monitor staff

The questions start near the end of 
every month. At the Andover Elemen-
tary Middle School, around town and 
in the post offi ce, everybody wants to 
know the same thing: When is the new 
Beacon coming out?

In the 15 months since it fi rst pub-
lished, the Andover Beacon has be-
come the most comprehensive and 
most popular way for people in town 
to fi nd out what their neighbors are up 
to, including who got married, who’s 
serving in Iraq and how the third- and 
fourth-grade soccer teams did this sea-
son. And at a time when readership is 
declining in most newspaper markets 
and communities are decrying a fall-
off in volunteerism, the Beacon, which 
is staffed by volunteers, has managed to 
become a part of community life.

“People are reading about different 
programs and getting really involved 
in things,” said Doreen Perreault, who 
writes stories and recruits other report-
ers as the school “Beacon guide,” or 
section coordinator. “It’s kind of pulled 
the community back together.”

The Beacon took its name from a sub-
scription-based newspaper that closed in 
2003, said its publisher, Charlie Darling. Its 
loss was lamented around town, and Dar-
ling, who has a background in publishing, 
became convinced that Andover needed 
a new paper. He recruited a board of di-
rectors and some writers, and in October 
2004, the inaugural Beacon rolled off the 
presses and into every mailbox in town.

The Beacon operates on a few key 
principles, Darling said. It seeks to pro-
vide its readers with valuable news they 
couldn’t fi nd elsewhere, and it does so 
by delivering to every home in town. It 
relies on a large network of writers to 
cover the organizations they’re involved 
in, an approach Darling fi nds more sus-
tainable than having just a small group 
of very hardworking volunteers.

“It happens all over town, in spare 
bedrooms and on kitchen tables,” he 
said. “You just don’t stop recruiting 
new people.”

The Beacon has undoubtedly suc-
ceeded in involving the community. 
The latest 24-page issue features articles 
by more than 35 different authors, and 
more than 130 residents appear in pho-
tos. Darling received fi ve extra pages’ 
worth of content that will have to wait 
for next time.

Stories that made it in the recent is-
sue include a breakdown of the town’s 
tax rate, a 25-question quiz about the 
Andover Rescue squad, bulletins from 
the Soo-Nipi Audubon chapter and the 
Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse 
Association, and a fi rsthand account 
from resident Bill Matulevich of his 
work in Red Cross shelters in hurri-
cane-devastated areas of Louisiana.

“It’s one more way to get kids to 
read, because kids love reading the Bea-
con,” said Jane Slayton, the principal of 
Andover Elementary Middle School.

It’s also a good way to get kids to 
write. Several students have submitted 
articles.

“I think they like seeing their name 
in the paper and seeing the fruits of their 
labor,” said Heidi Terwilliger, who’s 
recruited several young writers as the 
sports Beacon guide.

Simply by mentioning them, the pa-
per has helped with town events, too. 
Slayton thinks the reason that this year’s 
Veterans Day activities at the school 
drew more vets than ever before was 
that the Beacon previewed the event. 
Likewise, she said, last year’s annual 
school meeting was over in a matter 
of minutes in part because the Beacon 
ran stories beforehand explaining every 
town and school warrant article.

But the Beacon is struggling with its 
fi nancial model, which Darling com-
pares to public broadcasting. Like PBS, 
the Beacon gives people content fi rst, 
then asks for a contribution. The dif-
ference between the Beacon and PBS 
is that the Beacon has only about 1,150 
households to ask for help. Only 150 
have made contributions so far.

“To be perfectly blunt, no, we can’t 
continue at the level we’re at, long-
term,” Darling said.

The paper operates as a nonprofi t, al-
though it’s not exempt from federal taxes 
because it accepts paid advertising. It has 
no offi ce to incur utility costs, and it owns 
no computers. It just needs to break even 
on the approximately $2,500 a month it 
costs to create, print and distribute an is-
sue. For that to happen, Darling estimates 
that the paper needs 150 more households 
to contribute and 80 paid advertisers; the 
Beacon now has about 60.

The paper is also selling T-shirts, 
seasonal subscriptions and gift sub-
scriptions for out-of-town readers.

Darling is an optimist, though. Point-
ing out in the latest issue that the num-
ber of contributing households leaves 
86 percent of Andover’s homes still to 
write checks, Darling wrote, “I confess 
to being a ‘glass 14 percent full’ kind 
of person.” Plenty of people have told 
him they’re going to contribute, he said 
– they just haven’t done so yet.

Overall, Darling’s excited that the 60 
to 80 hours he puts in on the Beacon each 
week for a small salary are paying off. Oth-
ers are quick to credit him with the paper’s 
success, but he credits the whole town.

“The Beacon is not only about the com-
munity of Andover; it’s by the community 
of Andover,” he said. “It’s part of the com-
munity of Andover in a very real way.”

As the weather grows colder, the 
town’s ski programs are getting under 
way. The snowmobile trails will open. 
The Andover Fire Department will hold 
its poinsettia sale, and the East Andover 
Fire Department will hold its Christ-
mas tree sale. The East Andover Vil-
lage Preschool’s students plan to turn 
themselves into reindeer.

Most people will be too busy to take 
in everything. But in January, they can 
read about it all in the Beacon.

New Hampshire Community Techni-
cal College (NHCTC) Laconia announc-
es the new Franklin Campus opening to 
be located at Franklin High School (FHS) 
on Central Street in Franklin. Eight new 
evening classes will be offered at FHS 
starting January 17. 

The new courses to be offered will be: 
• Accounting I
• Introduction to Business
• Growth and Development of the 

Young Child
• Introduction to Exceptionalities
• College Composition
• Fundamentals of Mathematics
• American Government
• Introduction to Psychology 
Each course will be offered one night 

a week from 6 PM to 8:45 PM.
“NHCTC Laconia offered college 

credit courses at FHS for three years 
starting in 1998,” says NHCTC Laconia 
Interim President Don Morrissey. “The 
response was always good, and the 

College would have remained, but the 
remodeling of the high school created 
space issues and space needs required 
us to leave. We’re glad to be back.”

Laura Cleaves has been hired as the 
new Franklin Campus Coordinator for 
NHCTC Laconia. Cleaves held the po-
sition of Registrar at the New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art in Manchester for 
10 years. Earlier she had been a cleri-
cal supervisor at the University of New 
Hampshire in Manchester.

Representative Jim Ryan of Frank-
lin has been instrumental in bringing 
college programming back to FHS and 
has advocated well for NHCTC Laco-
nia’s return. Support has followed from 
Franklin School Superintendent Dr. 
Robert McKenney and FHS Principal 
Dr. Robert Braman.

For additional information and to reg-
ister for Franklin spring classes, contact 
Hill at 524-3207 ext. 718 or Rae Gam-
mons ext. 740. Financial aid is available.

The Barn Store Bounces Back

The rebuilt and remodelled main showroom at the Barn Store shows no sign 
of the fi re that gutted it last July. Photo: Charlie Darling

Concord Monitor Story Features The Beacon

College Classes Return To Franklin High

Lost in a Sea of Paper?
Can’t fi nd items you need?

I can help you.
Kendel Currier • 735-5089

Get-Organized Consultant and Clutter Counselor
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a gap of almost a foot between the side 
and the railings, and a six-inch transition 
onto and off of the temporary structure.

The Board decided to require a state-
ment from a licensed engineer attesting 
to the weight capacity of the structure and 
also a certifi cate of insurance from Cer-
sosimo Industries insulating the Town 
from liability prior to agreeing to the of-
fer. The Board also decided to limit the 
time that the temporary structure could 
be in place to no more than two days.

Under old business, the Board fur-
ther reviewed and refi ned its proposed 
budget for 2006, and committed to uti-
lizing surplus funds as revenue in order 
to keep the Town portion of the tax rate 
the same in 2006 as it was in 2005. 

Stetson relayed a request from the 
Cemetery Trustees that the work of 
maintaining the cemeteries in 2006 be 
put out to bid. After a brief discussion, 
the Board opined that the current pro-
posal for 2006, submitted by the con-
tractor who did the work in 2005, is very 
competitive and should be accepted.

December 5
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Roger Godwin, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson

The Board opened and rejected the 
only bid received for the sale of the 
1998 police cruiser in the amount of 
$126. Godwin suggested the Board try 
again using a Chinese auction strategy 

with a tally kept in public view in the 
Town Offi ce of the current high bidder. 
Anyone then would have the opportu-
nity to place a higher bid.

Road Agent John Thompson report-
ed seeing, earlier in the day, DOT per-
sonnel working on the bridge on Brad-
ley Lake Road. 

There was a lengthy discussion regard-
ing the need to examine the Town’s safe-
ty practices in light of the tragic accident 
in New London last week that claimed 
the life of a highway department worker 
there. The Board committed to authoriz-
ing the purchase of whatever equipment 
is needed for the Town to comply with 
applicable federal guidelines. 

Thompson told the Board that with 
the delivery of the approximately 400 
yards of sand owed from Jon Ohler, the 
Town would probably be able to post-
pone the purchase of sand until after the 
new budget year starts.

The Board then met with Marty 
Smith and his surveyor, Web Stout, to 
review a plan for the construction of a 
pond and installation of a dry hydrant 
all for fi re protection purposes which is 
a condition of the approval of Smith’s 
recent subdivision of property on Route 
4A. After Andover Fire Chief John 
Landry arrived and approved the plan, 
the Board agreed to extend the existing 
agreement with Smith for said construc-
tion with a new deadline for completion 
of August 31, 2006.

November 21
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, Se-

lectmen Roger Godwin and Andrew Gup-
till, Town Administrator Mark Stetson

The Board further reviewed Road 
Agent John Thompson’s recommended 
budget for 2006. The budget covers re-
building all of the currently paved por-
tion of Chase Hill Road and about 200 
feet of Emery Road. 

The work would include replacing 
existing drainage structures, installing 
underdrain where necessary, reclaim-
ing the existing pavement, slightly low-
ering the grade near the top of the hill, 
adding several inches of crushed gravel, 
and putting down a two-inch thick base 
coat of pavement. The fi nal one-inch 
top coat would be applied a couple of 
years down the road. 

Thompson’s plan calls for crushing 
approximately 5,000 yards of gravel at 
the Transfer Station and using about 
half of that amount on this project.

After a lengthy discussion the Board 
approved increases in the hourly rates 
paid for trucks hired to plow and sand.

Thompson told the Board that the 
Pinewood Lane drainage project is now 
complete. He also told the Board that 
the grader is again out of service, this 
time with an electrical problem in the 
cab. He opined that it would be fi xed 
and operable within a day or so.

The Board reaffi rmed its previous 
decision to enforce the penalty clause in 
the contractor’s contract for the Dyers 
Crossing Road bridge for not complet-
ing the job on the schedule specifi ed in 
the contract.

The Board acknowledged receipt of 
two estimates from the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) regarding the 
Bradley Lake Road bridge. One is to re-
place only the fi ve worst steel stringers, 
for approximately $43,000. The second 
is to replace the deck and stringers with 
a pre-cast concrete deck and new rail-
ings for an estimated cost of $118,200. 
Either option would qualify for the state 
Bridge Aid Reimbursement Program, 
leaving the Town responsible for only 
20% of the total cost.

The Board quickly determined that, 
for a net cost to the Town of just under 
$24,000, replacing the entire structure 
makes the most sense. The replacement 
work would be scheduled to be com-
pleted in the spring. However, the DOT 
committed to making temporary repairs 
in the interim so that the weight posting 
for the bridge can be raised above the 
current three-ton limit.

The Board discussed an offer from 
Cersosimo Industries to install a tempo-
rary bridge on top of the existing Brad-
ley Lake Road bridge to accommodate a 
logging operation. The Board expressed 
concern that, if they were to permit the 
use of this temporary bridge, vehicu-
lar traffi c would have to negotiate both 

Board Of Selectmen

Slide on down to Peter Christian’s Tavern
Since 1975, we have been noted for the best of everything. 
Stews, soups, quiches and desserts. PC’s is the place to be. 

Main Street, New London • 526-4042

Open 7 days a week, 
11:30 AM ’til closing

www.peterchristianstavern.com

This page of the Beacon has been sponsored by — your name, or your business’ name, could be here! —

See Selectmen  on page 9

Alan K. Thompson Insurance
For All

Your

Insurance

Needs

PO Box 190  • 10 Lawrence Street
Andover, NH  03216-0190

Ph:  603-735-5339  •  1-800-392-6532
Fax:  603-526-2903

insure@alankthompson.com

your Home

your Auto

your Business

your Finances

your Integrity

your Life

your Health

✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔

Andover Wood Heating CompanyAndover Wood Heating Company
Retail Dealer, NEW ENGLAND WOOD PELLETSRetail Dealer, NEW ENGLAND WOOD PELLETS

Premium Hardwood PelletsPremium Hardwood Pellets
    Bag (40 lb)      $6.50    Bag (40 lb)      $6.50
    Pallet (2000 lb) $300.00    Pallet (2000 lb) $300.00

Call now to 
reserve a pallet
118 Main Street

Andover
735-5440
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The Board approved a request from 
the Andover Snowmobile Club to pur-
sue the appropriate permitting to install 
a culvert in Dawes Road, which is a 
Class VI road.

The Board approved the appointment 
of Don Bent from New London and 
Chuck Bodien from Salisbury as deputy 
health offi cers. Both are currently health 
offi cers in those towns and would only 
be called to Andover in the absence of 
(or if necessary to supplement the efforts 
of) Andover’s own health offi cer.

The Board ratifi ed its previous deci-
sion to indemnify those Town positions 
named on pages 2, 3, and 4 in the 2004 
Andover town report and the Board 
decided to add the position of deputy 
health offi cer to the list.

December 14
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Jerry Hersey, Bob Ward, 

Tina Cotton, Nan Kaplan, Sandra 
Graves, Peter Southworth

Treasurer’s Report - We will ask 
the Budget Committee to continue the 
2005 level funding of $500. The $650 
for the University of New Hampshire 
Cooperative Extension Service will 
come from the Conservation Fund. 
We considered asking to expand our 
share of the Current Use Tax from 
50% to 100% as a warrant article at 
Town Meeting, but given the fi nancial 
climate this year, we felt this should 
wait.

Old Business - Northern Line Rail 
Trail. Due to the fall rains, a section 
remains unfi nished. An application to 
the Recreational Trails Program will be 
submitted soon.

Webster Lake Watershed Study.
Andover Master Plan. Progress is 

going slowly. The committee will soon 
sign contracts with the University of 
New Hampshire Cooperative Extension 
Service for the survey, with the Society 
for Protection of New Hampshire For-
ests for mapping, and with the Lakes 
Region Planning Commission.

Position on US Route 4. Will discuss 
with Jim Danforth.

New Business - Wednesday, Janu-
ary 11 meeting – we will invite Mark 
Stetson and Jim Danforth to join us to 
get information on New Hampshire De-
partment of Transportation (NHDOT) 
road projects.

NHDOT Surplus Lands - Another 
item to discuss with Jim Danforth.

Route 11 Project at Cemetery Corner.
Chase Hill Road. Annette Bashaw 

inquired with Jerry about making 
Chase Hill Road a scenic road designa-
tion. Tina will get information.

Sandra brought an article from the 
Concord Monitor on the Concord Solid 
Waste Resource Recovery Cooperative 
[of which Andover is a member] siting a 
landfi ll that could contaminate the wa-
ter supply.

The long-range planning meeting 
with Chris Wells will be on Wednes-
day, January 25 at 7:30 PM.

Under old business, the Board fi nal-
ized its recommended budget for presen-
tation to the Budget Committee at its next 
meeting on December 7. One notable 
change from the last draft that the Board 
reviewed includes funding to contract 
with Avitar the job of re-measuring and 
re-listing one third of all of the developed 
properties in 2006. In addition to satis-
fying a state requirement, spreading the 
work out over a period of years saves the 
Town signifi cant money by not having to 
do a complete revaluation.

The Board signed an agreement 
with Cersosimo Industries regarding 
the installation of a dry hydrant into a 
water body adjacent to Flaghole Road 
in Franklin in order to satisfy a require-
ment of a subdivision of land in Andover 
and Salisbury.

The Board approved a change order 
request from the Dyers Crossing Road 
bridge project contractor increasing the 
number of contract days by 30 days. 
The request was originally submitted 
to the supervising engineer in July and 
approved verbally at that time by the 
Board, but the written request did not 
arrive until recently.

Under new business, the Board de-
cided to request a check as reimburse-
ment for a computer glitch that failed to 
include the inventory penalty amount in 
the 2005 tax bill totals. The check is in 
lieu of a credit toward future invoices 
from Avitar.

The Board decided not to approve 
a recommendation for a motor vehicle 
inspection station license for a business 
on Plains Road until after the appropri-
ate approvals have been issued by both 
the Zoning and Planning Boards.

The Board approved an abatement 
application for Proctor Academy for 
Denburg House as it now qualifi es for 
the educational exemption and also one 
for David and Morgan Salathe for the 
portion of time during the current tax 
year that the Town owned the property 
that they purchased on Chase Hill Road.

The Board then met with Police Chief 
Glenn Laramie who reviewed briefl y 
the number of calls for service for the 
department during the previous 30-day 
period. He then left the meeting.

The Board then met with Recycling 
Committee members Vicky Mishcon 
and Ken Tripp who presented a propos-
al for the Town to collect electronics for 
recycling. A Vermont organization has 
committed to providing regular pick up 
of a minimum of four gaylord boxes per 
trip of TVs, computer monitors, CPUs, 
and other electronic equipment for a fee 
per pound plus an amount for transpor-
tation. The attendants will continue to 
collect a fee for each unit and then place 
each one in the collection box. 

The proposal as submitted suggests 
that the associated expense for the entire 
operation can be offset by the revenue 
received from the fees. The Board ap-
proved the plan conditioned upon confi r-
mation that there is space for the collec-
tion boxes in the recycling building.

Conservation Commission

Use our website

 to search the MLS!

370 Main Street • PO Box 1113
New London, NH 03257 • 526-4020

wwwwww..CCoouunnttrryyHHoouussesesRREE.c.coomm

Stefan Timbrell Mason Delafi eldKaren Baker Dave Kidder Joe Burns

Pipere Sailer

Lisa Delafi eld

Vicki Pearson Karen Haskell Sonny Harris Steve Griffi n John Kinney
Operations Manager

Come Home to the Country

Highland Lake Waterfront
� 100’ frontage, open concept cath-ceiling 
� 4 BRs / 3 full baths, master suite, stone patio
� Detached 2-car garage w/fi nished 2nd fl oor

Andover  $989,000

Large Antique on 26 Acres
� Large Colonial, 4+ bedrooms, pine fl oors
� 1500 gallon septic, drilled well, fi elds
� 2 lots, 750 ft rd frontage, view potential

Andover  $285,000

Restored 1850’s Homestead
� 4,000+ sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4-story barn, views
� 5+ acres meadow/lawn, beautifully landscaped
� 3 wood stoves, FP, 12-acre gentleman’s farm

Danbury  $895,000

Three Bedroom Colonial
� Open-concept kitchen/dining, 3 levels
� Formal living & dining room, 2-car garage
� Formal foyer & entry hall, oil hot water heat

New London  $329,000

New Rowell Hill Gem
� 4 bedrooms, 3½ baths, 9’ ceilings, 2.4 acres
� 1st & 2nd fl r master suites, HW & tile fl oors
� Kitchen w/granite counters and SS appliances

Sutton  $459,000

Sunny and Spotless
� Mint condition, MBR w/private bath, views
� Nice fl oor plan, 5.6+ acres, landscaping
� Ventilation system, heated 2-bay garage

Andover  $285,000

Three Bedroom Cape 
� Bright and open, hickory and tile fl oors
� Eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage w/storage over
� Bath w/soaking tub & tiled shower, basement

Wilmot  $280,000

Newly Renovated Cottage
� 2 BRs, 1 bath, mudroom, 1st fl oor laundry 
� Updated kitchen, granite counters, wood fl rs.
� Detached storage barn, plenty of parking

Sutton  $198,900

Selectmen  from page 8
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By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

If you drive by the East Andover 
Fire Station you will see some improve-
ments. Stephen Barton built an entry 
way at our main door entrance. With 
the help of Jeff Miller he also poured a 
concrete pad for our generator. 

New insulated front doors have re-
placed the old original units that have 
served us well for many years, but were 
energy ineffi cient.

Christmas tree sales were a bit of a 
shock. By eleven on Saturday morning 
all the trees were sold. Again we thank 
you all for your support of our fund rais-
ing projects. We hope you had as much 
fun as we did.

I recently spent three days in Con-
cord training and testing as all fi refi ght-
ers and EMTs must do to keep up with 
the latest equipment and maintain Na-
tional Registry. On day one you are in 
a room with a group of people you have 
never met. As the training starts and 
questions are asked, the walls of being 
strangers start to come down. 

This is not unique to emergency ser-
vices. It takes most people time to be-
come comfortable with people they do 
not know. 

What is interesting to watch is the 
level of dedication these EMTs and fi re-
fi ghters have and the genuine concern 
they share for the people they serve. 
During breaks everyone tells war sto-
ries, and we all tend to make light of 
the work we do, though the training 
and seminars take on seriousness that 
makes you wonder if you are with the 
same people. 

By the end of day three there were no 
strangers in the room – in a short time 
we had become friends. Perhaps peo-
ple who are drawn to fi re fi ghting and 
emergency medical work fi nd an easy 
comfort with each other. Lord knows 
you need to be a little crazy.

The holidays are a time for families 
and friends to come together to cele-
brate the birth of Christ and be at peace. 
From all of us in Fire and Emergency 
Services may you all have a merry and 
safe holiday season.

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 200 calls for service from 
November 15 through December 15. 
The following is a partial breakdown:

Burglary solved, Severance Road
Runaway, Beech Hill Road
Harassment, Pinewood Lane
Traffi c accidents at Route 4A, Beech 

Hill Road, Salisbury Road, Bay Road, 
and Route 11

Assault, Smith Road
Harrassing communication, Princess Dr

Police Blotter

East Andover Fire Department

Protective order issued, Main Street
DUI arrest, Main Street
Theft, Flaghole Road
Neighborhood dispute, Bridge Road
Gas theft, Currier Road
Criminal mischief, Bridge Road
Missing person, Flaghole Road
Issued 59 motor vehicle warnings and 

seven motor vehicle summons
Arrested

Robert Heath Jr., Danbury, age 38, 
DWI, open container

Have a Safe & Happy Holiday Season!

CITGO Gas ~ Groceries ~ Green Mountain Coffee
Fresh Sandwiches & Deli Items

Great Local Gift Ideas

193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406

735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Tree Care
Pruning, Cabling, Fertilization

House Lots Cut & Chipped
Large Capacity Chipper, View Cuts

Aerial Truck 
Climbing Service
Stump Grinding

 Serving the area for 20 years

TOWN of ANDOVER
Filing Period for

Andover Town & School 
District Offi cers

Jan 18 to Jan 27
File at Town Clerk’s offi ce
Tue & Thur, 10 AM - 1 PM
Wed 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Sat 9 AM - Noon
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

Make An Andover Make An Andover 
Fashion Statement!Fashion Statement!

Show Your Support 
For The Beacon With 

A Beacon T-Shirt

Adult sizes - $20
Youth sizes - $12

Top Quality Hanes Beefy-T

It’s fashion…it’s fun…it’s fund-
raising! Let everyone know you’re 
behind the Beacon – buy a Beacon 
t-shirt and wear it proudly.

Thanks to the Andover Service 
Club, you can get your Beacon 
t-shirt at the Thrift Shop.

A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics
276 Newport Road

The Gallery, Suite 107
New London

526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net

Kathleen M. Kidder, ARNPKathleen M. Kidder, ARNP
Leigh Bears, ARNPLeigh Bears, ARNP
Elizabeth Rinehart, ARNPElizabeth Rinehart, ARNP
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By Leigh A. Webb
President, Franklin Historical Society

The Franklin Historical Society, 
recognizing the importance of the in-
fl uence Daniel Webster had on not just 
the city of Franklin and the state of New 
Hampshire, but on the United States as 
a whole, wishes to acknowledge the 
treasure almost hidden within the city 
of Franklin and educate all who pass it 
as to its meaning and value. 

The bust of Daniel Webster, which 
is located in front of the Congregation-
al Christian Church at 47 South Main 
Street in Franklin, was dedicated 73 
years ago in 1932 to commemorate the 
80th anniversary of Webster’s death 
and the 150th year after his birth. 

Few people who have viewed this 
bust know who sculpted it or what the 
phrase inscribed thereon means. There-
fore, the Franklin Historical Society has 
undertaken to solicit funds to create a 
bronze plaque which will be mounted 
on the wall beneath the bust to inform 
and enlighten all who read it. 

The plaque will be cast by Lincoln 
Charles of Andover. Mr. Charles is a na-
tionally renowned artisan whose metal 
fabrication business is in Franklin. 

The plaque will read: 
Daniel Webster, lawyer, orator, poli-

tician and statesman, attended the Con-
gregational Christian Church when vis-
iting his birthplace and staying at “The 
Elms,” the last home and fi nal resting 
place of his parents, Ebenezer and Abi-
gail Webster, and a working farm under 
both Ezekiel’s and later Daniel’s own-
ership. The pew Daniel Webster used 
is just inside the main entrance and is 
clearly marked with his name.

The bust of Daniel Webster in front 
of the church was conceived by famed 
sculptor Daniel Chester French, who 
was also the creator of the Lincoln 
Memorial fi gure in Washington, DC, 
and “The Minuteman” statue in Con-
cord, Massachusetts. Daniel Chester 
French died in 1931 before completing 
the work, that task falling to his daugh-
ter, Margaret French Cresson, a noted 
sculptor in her own right.

 The bust was dedicated in a public 
ceremony on October 12, 1932, to co-

incide with the issuance of a three-cent 
Postal Service commemorative stamp 
of Webster, based on this bust, in the 
150th year after his birth and on the 
80th anniversary of his death (October 
24). First Day sales were offered only in 
Franklin (Webster’s birthplace), Exeter 
(where Webster attended prep school), 
and Hanover (where he attended Dart-
mouth College). 

The words, “I Still Live,” engraved 
upon the base of the bust, are the last 
words uttered by Webster in this life.”

Contributions may be sent to the 
Franklin Historical Society, PO Box 
43, Franklin 03235. Personal checks 
are gratefully accepted and should 
be marked on the memo line with the 
phrase “Webster Bust Plaque Fund.”

Anyone giving $100 or more will 
receive a complimentary copy of Alice 
Shepard’s The History of Franklin. All 
donations are tax deductible to the full 
extent of existing law. These checks 
will be placed in a special account, and 
once the $3,000 goal is reached Mr. 
Charles will begin to craft this tribute 
to the man who graces the city seal of 
Franklin. To begin the campaign, the 
members of the Society unanimously 
voted to contribute $300 to encourage 
others to do the same. 

So much history goes unnoticed, 
and the Society hopes that this plaque 
will help to instill an interest in learn-
ing more about our city and about the 
famous fi gures whose lives are inextri-
cably tied to its heritage. 

You can follow the progress of the 
drive to “Place the Plaque” by viewing 
our Web page at www.histsoc.org/NH/
FHS.

Plaque To Explain Webster Bust

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

FRANKLIN
ANT IQUE
M A R K E T

361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235

Located  on Route 11
in Downtown Franklin

Tel: 603.934.2800

franklinantiques.com
Store Wide January Sale

10-50% OFF

Discover Your Creative Wild Side!
Host a Stampin’ Up!® Workshop Today

Invite a few friends in to learn the latest 
stamping techniques, and you’ll also enjoy the 

opportunity to earn free stamp sets from Stampin’ Up!
For more information call Amy Fecteau, Stampin’ Up! Demonstrator, at 735-5855
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By Myra Mayman
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County

The Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County opened on October 
30 with a ribbon cutting ceremony fol-
lowed by a walk/ride led by the Andover 
One-Wheelers from Blackwater Park to 
Potter Place. Approximately 120 people 
and fi ve dogs participated.

Now that the trail is open there 
are questions and subjects that need 
to be discussed regarding trail usage 
and maintenance. We turned to a new 
Andover resident, Heidi Murphy, Con-
servation Offi cer of the New Hamp-
shire Fish and Game Department, for 
answers to some relevant questions.

MM: Heidi, when did you move to 
Andover?

HM: This past July, from Wolfe-
boro. My husband, Ryan Murphy, is 
teaching sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade science in the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School.

MM: What’s your background?
HM: I grew up in Woodsville, 

which is part of Haverhill, on the Con-
necticut River north of Hanover. My fa-
ther was in law enforcement.

MM: Have you always done this job?
HM: No, I taught eighth grade sci-

ence in Wolfeboro.
MM: How long have you been a 

Conservation Offi cer?
HM: A little more than a year, af-

ter my one-year training that included 
training to be a certifi ed police offi cer.

MM: What is your geographic area?
HM: Nine towns: Danbury, Hill, 

Boscawen, Salisbury, Andover, New 
London, Wilmot, Sutton and Frank-
lin. My fi rst job is to get to know the 
area, learn where people are and what 
they’re doing.

MM: What are your responsibilities?
HM: They change with the seasons. 

For the most part, my job is to make sure 
that people involved with recreation are 
doing it safely and according to the law.

In the spring we’re stocking fi sh in 
the lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers.

In the summer we’re checking on 

fi shermen, stocking fi sh, and conduct-
ing search and rescue operations for 
people like lost hunters and hikers.

In the winter we’re involved with ice 
fi shermen, trappers, snowmobilers, and 
ATV-ers. We monitor their speed on ra-
dar panels, check that they’ve registered 
their vehicles, and make sure they stay 
on designated trails.

MM: What is your responsibility 
regarding the Northern Rail Trail?

HM: The trail is owned by the State 
of New Hampshire and administered 
by DRED. We patrol state-owned land. 
We patrol trail use by snowmobilers and 
ATV-ers in winter. When the trail isn’t 
covered by snow it’s illegal for ATVs 
to use the trail, and we patrol areas that 
aren’t legal for ATVs. If it’s not specifi -
cally designated as an ATV trail, then 
it’s not allowed.

MM: Where can ATVs go legally 
when there’s no snow?

HM: There are a number of places, 
like Clough State Park in Weare, the 
town of Stratford, with 200 miles of 
ATV trails, and the part of the Sugar 
River Trail that’s open to ATVs. ATVs 
can ride legally on their own property 
and other people’s property with writ-
ten permission. People who want to 
fi nd legal routes should go to the DRED 
Web site and fi nd them.

MM: Do you like this job?
HM: I love it. Every day I go and 

learn a lot of different things and meet 
different people, and I’m outside!

Want to get outdoors more with your 
friends and family this winter? Here’s 
your chance! The winter Becoming an 
Outdoors-Woman (BOW) workshop 
offers a choice of learning ice-fi shing, 
winter outdoor survival skills, basic 
snowshoeing and tracking, or snowshoe 
biathlon (a combination of snowshoeing 
and target shooting).

“Women have a lot of fun and ap-
preciate learning skills they can share 
with their families or simply enjoy on 
their own. It’s a long winter here in New 
Hampshire, so make the most of it!” said 
Laura Ryder, program leader for hunter 
and aquatic education at Fish and Game. 

Winter BOW is a one-day work-

Heidi Murphy, Andover’s 
New Conservation Officer

Heidi Murphy Photo: Myra Mayman

Outdoors-Woman Workshop
shop. It will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11 (snow date February 12), at the 
Owl Brook Hunter Education Center 
in Holderness. The program costs $55, 
which includes a box lunch. Participants 
must be at least 18 years old.

The workshop brochure and regis-
tration form are now available to down-
load at NHBOW.com. You can also call 
271-3212 to ask for an application. Sign 
up as soon as possible, as the workshops 
fi ll up fast!

New Hampshire BOW workshops 
are sponsored jointly by the New 
Hampshire Fish and Game Department 
and the New Hampshire Wildlife Fed-
eration.

MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

Save time and lower your stress! Have 
your vehicles repaired and serviced by 
local experts. Only ASE Certifi ed and 
ASE Master Technicians with state-of-
the-art equipment work on your vehi-
cle. SUVs are our specialty.

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle

For an appointment: 526-6231 or
Dave@MarshallsGarage.com

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips

Going Away?
Worried About 

Leaving Your Best Friend?

         Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises 24x7 • 735-6083

Call

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

Steve and Rosie’s

CAMO PLUS
MILITARY SURPLUSMILITARY SURPLUS

735-5691
Our rolling military surplus store is 
parked for the season, but it’s not 

closed! Call us to purchase 
Pants • Boots • Rain Gear • Mittens 

Gore-Tex Jackets & Pants
Tents • Sleeping Bags • Helmets 
Boonie Hats • and much more!

Making Snow Sports AffordableMaking Snow Sports Affordable

X-C Sale...Snowshoe SaleX-C Sale...Snowshoe Sale
Rentals by Day, Week, or SeasonRentals by Day, Week, or Season

Twin Tip Ski - K2 Public Enemy, Ski Twin Tip Ski - K2 Public Enemy, Ski 
Blades, Snowboards, Fisher Cross Blades, Snowboards, Fisher Cross 
Country Skis, Tubbs Snowshoes Country Skis, Tubbs Snowshoes 

Great Deals!Great Deals!
All Types of Rentals: All Types of Rentals: 

Season, Weekly, by the Day, Ski, Season, Weekly, by the Day, Ski, 
Snowboard, X-C, SnowshoesSnowboard, X-C, Snowshoes

Best Prices, Best Service. Period.Best Prices, Best Service. Period.

Tel: 735-5437, BlackwaterSkiShop.com
Tue-Sat 9 AM to 5 PM, Sun: noon to 4

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm



The Andover Beacon • January 2006 • Page 13

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Please come to the Soo-Nipi 
Audubon Chapter program on Birding 
the Sky Islands in Arizona on Friday, 
January 13 at 7:30 PM at Tracy Memo-
rial Library, Main Street, New London. 
Speaker Ted Keene, local birding en-
thusiast who travels to birding hot spots 
in the United States, will show slides on 
the amazing variety of birds in the can-
yons of southeastern Arizona.

For more information please contact 
Ruth White at 763-4893.

On Sunday, January 15, Robin Gray 
will lead the annual birding trip to the 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge 
on Plum Island off Newburyport, Mas-
sachusetts, to observe over-wintering 
shore and water birds. 

Participants should meet Robin at the 
Warner Park and Ride, exit 9 on I-89 
at 8 AM. Please bring lunch, beverage, 
binoculars, and a scope if you have one. 
Be sure to dress warmly! For details, 
call Robin at 927-4127.

By Allan Houle
Andover Snowmobile Club

It is hard to believe that another year 
has come and gone. January is a big 
month for the Andover Snowmobile 
Club, with trails opening and grooming 
beginning. 

We are excited to get our new groom-
er out onto the trails system. We are 
pleased to have purchased a new 2005 
Camoplast BR-180 to replace one of our 
older groomers. 

It is also a big month for club 
fundraisers, with the Annual Italian 
Buffet and our Snowmobile Raffl e. On 
Saturday, January 28 from 5 PM to 6:30 
PM at AE/MS we will be serving up a 
buffet-style meal of lasagna, spaghetti 
and meatballs, spaghetti and sausage, 
salad, garlic bread, beverages, and des-
erts. Each year the club has served 300-
plus hungry patrons. 

There is a lot of preparation that goes 
into getting ready for an event like this. It 
takes 10 volunteers four hours to prepare 
the night before. All desserts are home-
made and donated by club members. 

On Saturday, we begin setting up 
the gymnasium. Members help set up 
the tables and chairs for the meal, and 
placemats are set up by many of the 
club members’ children. The raffl e ta-
bles are also set up with all the buckets 
and donated prizes. 

The kitchen at the school gets busy 
with volunteers preparing the salad and 
garlic bread and rolling up over 300 sets 
of plasticware. The ovens and steam ta-
bles come alive to take care of all the 
hot food. The serving table is also set-
up with all the necessary pans, water, 
and sterno. All stations are manned and 
we begin serving at 5 PM and continue 
to 6:30 PM. After the meal is served, 
we begin the raffl es.

Easter Seals Raffl e
Throughout the evening, individu-

als can browse the Easter Seal raffl e 
table and take a chance to win one of 
a hundred or more raffl e items from 
gift certifi cates, snowmobile supplies, 
homemade gifts, toys, and cash prizes. 
Multi-item raffl e drawings take place 
following the 50/50 drawing. All pro-
ceeds raised from this raffl e benefi t 
Easter Seals.
Raffl e Sled

The Raffl e Sled will also be awarded 
to some lucky winner at this event. The 
sled will be on display in the lobby and 
tickets will be available for purchase. 
This fundraiser supports the purchase 
of this year’s new groomer. 

The prizes this year are:
First Prize: 2006 Arctic Cat Z570 

LX or $2,500 cash
Second Prize: $300 cash
Third Prize: HJC Helmet and Elec-

tric Shield, a $250 value, compliments 
of Lakes Region Supply.

Tickets are $10 each or three for $25 
and will be available for purchase the 
night of the raffl e.

Good luck to all, and thank you for 
participating in our fundraisers!
Club Celebrities

I was pleased to see club members 
Craig Mayo, George Burdick, Steve 
Burdick, and Mike Donnelly on tele-
vision. I think it was New Hampshire 
Chronicle. They all did a wonderful 
job of representing the efforts of the 
Andover Snowmobile Club. 

There was fi lm footage of riders en-
joying the groomed trails along with 
personal interviews with George in the 
groomer and Craig, Mike, and Steve on 
the trails. It was exciting to see our club 
represented on this level. Great job!

Happy New Year and Happy Riding.

Snowmobile Club Raffl es 
And Italian Buffet Soon

Red Barn In Andover
David Brownell of Andover took the 

photo of this barn on Depot Street. 
It appears on the cover of the cur-
rent issue of Kearsarge Magazine. 
According to the photo credit, 
“award-winning photographer Da-
vid Brownell, a former contributing 
editor to Outdoor Photographer 
magazine, has had more than 200 
covers on magazines such as: Yan-
kee, Outside, National Geographic 
World, Time For Kids, Sports Afi eld, 
Ski, Skiing, Powder, Snow Country, 
Sail, Cruising World, Walking, Trav-
el Holiday, Awake and Country.”
You can see more of David’s work 

at TinyURL.com/5p2gv

SOO-NIPI AUDUBON

The cover of the current issue of 
Yankee Magazine features a photo 
of the Cilleyville-Bog Bridge by Wil-
liam H. Johnson of Bristol. 
On page two of the magazine 

it says, “On the Cover: A covered 
bridge. A fresh snowfall. It doesn’t 
get much more Norman Rock-
wellian than this scene in Cilleyville, 
New Hampshire.”
Bill Johnson’s award-winning work 

has appeared in many other mag-
azines, including Country, Forest 
Notes, Modern Maturity, National 
Geographic Traveler,  Travel+Leisure, 
and Vermont Life, as well as in many 
books and on many calendors. 
You can see more of Bill’s work at 
AGPix.com/williamhjohnson.

Taking orders now 
(800) 526-2791

My Place or Yours? 
Whether it’s an intimate cocktail party 

or a celebration for over a hundred, 
let the New London Inn 

cater your next affair.
Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

S u p p o r t  O u r  
A d v e r t i s e r s !

We couldn’t publish the Beacon 
without them. Be sure to thank 

them for advertising!
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By Ray Mitchell
Beacon staff

Today I stood and watched as fi ve-
year-old Gloriana Brown read a story 
to other pre-schoolers. Librarian Tay 
Clark held the book for the children to 
see the pictures. Gloriana read from her 
copy with enthusiasm and expression.

The Andover Library is a children’s 
place. The colorful decor and child-size 
furniture invites little people to come and 
enjoy. It’s carpeted so they don’t have to 
sit on a chair. There are books and tapes 
for toddlers and elementary readers. The 
atmosphere is relaxed so children feel at 
home and unintimidated.

The library staff makes it a point 
to invite children. The story hour de-
scribed above meets Wednesdays at 10 
AM. Usually it is an adult who reads 
the stories, but there are special treats 
some days. 

Classes from the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School come regularly, 
too. Students come every other week 
to browse and select a book. The librar-
ian greets the children and helps them 
with choices when needed. Our library 
is dedicated to developing the reading 

skills of our children.
I remember the library of my child-

hood as a quiet, adult place where children 
were more intimidated than welcomed. 
As a college student I overcame the aver-
sion to libraries that was instilled in me as 
a child. The Andover Library is a place 
where children will learn that books and 
libraries are friendly and inviting.

The children’s section and program 
may seem a nice addition to our library’s 
mission. I consider it a key investment 
in our children. The world is too com-
plex to be comprehended by illiterates. 

Reading is the key to education. From 
books to newspapers to the Internet, the 
ability to read opens the gates to partici-
pation in the modern world. Learning to 
drive, voting your choices, knowing how 
long to nuke your popcorn – all require 
literacy. Children need to learn how to 
read early and well. The library is an as-
sistant to the parents of our community.

Before I left, I asked our reader, 
Gloriana, to name her favorite books. 
Little Toot by Hardie Gramatky, Little 
House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder, and Heidi by Johanna Spyri top 
her list.

Andover Libraries

Pre-School Story Time
Gloriana Brown reads to Amy Makechnie and her 

pre-schoolers Brynne (l) and Nelson at the Andover 
Library. Tay Clark, Andover Librarian, shows a 
book’s pictures while Gloriana reads aloud from a 
copy of the book. 
Gloriana, the daughter of Pam and Tom Brown, is 
fi ve years old and enjoys being schooled at home. 
She volunteers at the library on Wednesday morn-
ings, working until 10 AM when Pre-School Story 
Time begins. 
Pre-schoolers and their parents are invited to en-

joy story time with Tay and Gloriana every Wednes-
day at 10 AM at the Andover Library. 
 Photos: Charlie Darling

Where it’s Oktoberfest 
all year long

Serving award-winning 
German/Austrian Cuisine

Dining hours 
Wed. to Sat., 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Reservations suggested 
603 768-3318
67 NH Route 104, in Danbury
InnAtDanbury.com

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
from the Graf Family & staff

$30 PRIX-FIXE$30 PRIX-FIXE

HOLIDAY MENUHOLIDAY MENU
New Winter Appetizers!New Winter Appetizers!

Reservations RequiredReservations Required
New Years Eve seating 4 to 9:30 PMNew Years Eve seating 4 to 9:30 PM

New Years Day seating 4 to 8 PMNew Years Day seating 4 to 8 PM

ENJOY APRES-SKI ENJOY APRES-SKI 
on Friday and Saturdayon Friday and Saturday

Beer & Brat $9.50Beer & Brat $9.50
4 PM to 5:30 PM4 PM to 5:30 PM

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

����������	
	���
�
������
����

������������
�������	�

	���
	���
��	���������

��������	
�	�����������	����

�������	������������

������� � � � �� � ��!" # � �

Our People 
Make The Difference
Any insurance agency can sell 
you insurance, but when you’re 
looking for an expert in a par-
ticular type of insurance, call the 
A.W. Frost Agency, Inc.

Whether you need personal, busi-
ness, professional, life, or other 
insurance services, call one of 
our “specialists”... in a fi eld where 
“people make the difference.”

A Full Service Beauty Salon

63 Granite Hill Road • Wilmot
526-7965 • AmbersCutAbove@tds.net

Gift Cards Available • Senior Citizen Discount

We offer the
highest quality 

Hair Extensions!

HAIR
SKIN

NAILS

CCookbook Sale! 
January 25 - 31         15% - 30%  

We have a wonderful selection of cookbooks - all the 
old and new standards plus lots of ethnic and regional 

cooking, vegetarian and specialty books, baking, 
grilling, slow cooking - lots of cookbooks and they’re 

ALL ON SALE!
FINE BOOKS   
GOOD MUSIC 253 Main Street, New London  ·  526-5850

OPEN 7 DAYS · Crane Stationery · Cards · Gift Wrap · Puzzles 

Andover
Historical
Society

WANTED:
Small 

Chest Freezer
The Historical Society 
would appreciate the 

donation of a small chest 
freezer for use at the ice 

cream stand at its August 
fair. Please contact 
Richard Brewster 

at 735-5457.
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Among many fabulous facilities at 
Proctor Academy is the Norris Theatre 
in the Wilkins Meeting House. This 
state-of-the-art performance facility is 
utilized extensively for many school ac-
tivities and events. A vision of one of 
Proctor’s long-time teachers and bene-
factors, Everett Jones, is the production 
of a series of performances in this spec-
tacular theatre.

Everett has long envisioned using 
the Norris Theatre to produce a concert 
series to provide cultural enrichment 
for not only the school’s student popu-
lation but for the larger community of 
Andover, New London, and beyond. 
Still in its conceptual stages, Everett 
and co-producer, Bill Wightman, the 
new Instrumental Music Director at 
Proctor, have joined forces to produce a 
pilot performance combined with fund 
raising efforts for the equipment for the 
new music facilities.

On Saturday, January 7, Proctor 
Academy will present An Evening with 
Pianist William Ogmundson. One of 
New Hampshire’s premier classical 
pianists, William Ogmundson is well 
known throughout New England as 
a soloist and teacher. He is a staff col-
laborative pianist at Plymouth State 
University and runs Three Oaks Piano 
Studio from his home in North Sutton. 
He is music director of North Sutton 
First Free Will Baptist Church and has 
performed throughout Europe. Cur-

By Tracy Merriman
Beacon staff

In almost every society, food is the 
hub of a community. It is often the basis 
for a social event that brings the com-
munity together in celebration. 

Here in Andover we do just that, and 
we do it often. I am already looking for-
ward to the East Andover Fire Depart-
ment’s next chicken barbeque!

I thought it would be fun if we could 
share recipes, and a sense of community, 
right here in the Beacon. Send me one of 
your favorite recipes, and every month I 
will pick one to feature in the Beacon. I 
will prepare and eat the dish I choose, so 
the recipe will be tried and true. 

To get the ball rolling, here’s an abso-
lutely superb venison recipe. It’s called 
a soup, but it is so thick and hearty that 
it hardly resembles a soup at all. 

You can modify this versatile recipe 
in many ways. It calls for ground veni-
son, but works extremely well with 
venison sausage. Add more liquid to 
thin it out if you choose. Or cook it in 
a slow cooker – it smells so good as it 
simmers all day! 

Don’t forget a nice bottle of red wine 
to complement this dish. Enjoy!

Send your favorite recipe to 

By Alex Graf
Inn At Danbury & Alphorn Bistro

Baking cookies is a tradition in the 
Graf household that goes way back to  
my husband Bob’s Swiss grandmother, 
who gave him a love for cooking and 
baking, as well as for recipes.  

Since Bob and I have been married, 
we have always done a cookie mara-
thon one Sunday afternoon after church 
in early December. As our family grew, 
each child got involved and started 
looking forward to this day of the year. 
We have many memories that will stay 
with our kids forever, and we are sure 
they will continue the tradition.  

This year we thought we would share 
our love of baking (and eating) cookies 
with the community and with our won-
derful dining guests. The event was a 
real hit. We could not believe the num-
ber of calls we received about it, and we 
want to apologize to those of you we did 
not have room for. 

Bob and our 17-year-old daugh-
ter, Chelsea, did all the demonstrating 
and teaching.  Chelsea started with the 
Springerle, a fun cookie with a wonder-
ful anise fl avor. It gets rolled out with a 
special rolling pin with designs on it.  

Bob took over with the Leckerle, and 
he made Lebkuchen, a cake-like cookie 

Cooking@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 
149, Andover. Include your name and 
phone number so we can print a little in-
terview along with the featured recipe.

Venison Italian Soup
Contributed by Tracy Merriman

1 lb ground venison
1 onion, chopped
1 tbsp minced garlic
1 can (14.5 oz) stewed tomatoes
2 cans (8 oz) tomato sauce
3 cups water
2 tsp dried basil
2 tsp dried oregano
1 tsp salt
½ tsp ground black pepper
1 can (15 oz) pinto beans
1  can (15 oz) green beans
1 carrot, chopped
1 zucchini, chopped
8 oz fusili (spiral) pasta
Brown venison, onion, and garlic 

over medium heat until meat is no lon-
ger pink. Add tomatoes, tomato sauce, 
water, and spices. Bring to a boil, and 
then simmer for about 30 minutes.

Stir in vegetables. Simmer for 90 
minutes more. Add pasta, and cook un-
til tender. Top with grated cheese, and 
serve with garlic bread. Serves eight.

Food, Friends, & Merriment! German Cookie Class 
At Alphorn Bistro

that is much loved by kids, who wear it 
on a string in the shape of a heart at all 
the Christmas Markets in Germany. The 
audience got to help dip the Lebkuchen in 
the chocolate glaze. 

Bob and Chelsea demonstrated back 
and forth, just like a show on the Food 
Network. It was a blast! 

Last but not least, the Almond Cres-
cent cookies were made and baked. The 
kids loved dipping them in the powdered 
sugar after they came out of the oven. 

The day went by way too fast. Every-
body went home with all the recipes, smiles 
on their faces, a belly full of cookies, a tin 
of cookies, and gluh wine for the adults. 

On the way out, the question was 
asked, “When will you do this again?” 

We loved the experience – it was so 
much fun! The answer to that question 
is “Soon!” Maybe for Valentine’s Day.

Bob Graf (in back) and his daughter 
Chelsea (in pigtails) help some excited 
children make Christmas cookies at 
the Alphorn Bistro’s special German 
Cookie Class.  Photo: Alex Graf

rently, he is writing original music for 
the Lebanon Opera House production 
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. His 
fi rst CD will be available this April.

Ogmundson’s program for this spe-
cial evening will begin with Mozart’s 
Sonata XVI in A major K. 300, fol-
lowed by Franz Schubert’s Four Im-
promptus Opus 90, continuing with 
J.S. Bach’s Partita No. 1 in B fl at, and 
concluding with a sonata by Charles 
T. Griffes.

The concert will begin at 8 PM and 
tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for stu-
dents. To reserve and/or purchase tickets 
in advance, call the box offi ce at 735-
6870 or e-mail AlexE@proctornet.com.

This concert promises to be a wonder-
ful evening of classical music performed 
on the school’s beautiful Yamaha concert 
grand piano and a perfect way to discover 
the entertainment experience that awaits 
you at Proctor’s Norris Theatre. 

This is the fi rst in a series of concerts 
envisioned for the benefi t of area resi-
dents and students. Proceeds from the 
concert will benefi t a new recording 
studio adjacent to the Norris Theater on 
Proctor’s campus. 

Everett and the entire Performing 
Arts Department encourage you to 
join them throughout the year as they 
present both guest artists and student 
performances. For more information, 
contact Bill Wightman at 735-6248 or 
763-8732.

Piano Concert To Benefi t 
Proctor Music Program

Living Spaces for Rent 
at Bluewater Farm

Andover NH 
603-735-5159

All on private country road with views 
of Bradley Lake. 1 year lease, security 
deposit & references required.  Pets 
welcome. No smoking in buildings.
• 1 bdrm apt with large living/dining

area.  $575 monthly. Electric included.
• Cute 1 bdrm cottage, combo kitch-
en/living area w/brkfst nook, private 
deck, $700 mo., utilities not included.

• Sunny 2 bdrm duplex apartment 
w/private deck, w/d hookup, $875 

monthly, utilities not included.
All available January 15, 2006.

Call Deb or Sacha for appointment.

Name 0
Independent Beauty Consultant 0
Phone Number0
Mary Kay ® Personal Web Site address0

Clear. Smooth. Radiant
skin. The TimeWise® system

delivers anti-aging benefits 

you can see and feel. 

To start looking younger now, 

call me to try TimeWise®

products for free!

turn back

time.

Sarah AndersonSarah Anderson

735-5827
www.MaryKay.com/SAnderson7373
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By Judy Perreault
NH Circle Of Home And Family

The new Andover chapter of the New 
Hampshire.Circle of Home and Family 
held a lunch meeting on December 5 at 
the home of Judy Perreault, with eight 
members attending. 

After lunch, Judy presented a pro-
gram on some of the outreach work 
done by the organization. This includes 
supporting Odyssey Family Center 
with books, toys, decorations, clothing, 
sewing machines, and craft supplies. 
The Webster NHCHF group has ad-
opted a stretch of highway and cleans it 
three or four times a year. The Pittsfi eld 
NHCHF group makes a balloon quilt 
every year and auctions it off, and the 
proceeds support many of their com-
munity efforts. A member of the Hills-
boro group makes sleeping bags for the 
homeless out of used blankets. 

NHCHF groups support literacy 
projects, one involving the state correc-
tional facilities. Cheshire county has an 
“Ouch!” doll project that goes to hospi-
tals and emergency rooms. In Grafton 
county a member is making penguin 
jumpers for birds affected by oil spills.

These are only a few of the com-
munity efforts that NHCHF groups are 
making across the state.

The next NHCHF meeting will be 
held at the home of Shirley Currier 
on Monday, January 16 at 12:30 PM. 
The subject is Soup, and instead of 
bringing sandwiches the members will 
be making and sampling various types 
of soup. After lunch there will be a brief 
program about soup. 

If you wish to attend the next meet-
ing, call Judy Perreault at 735-5493.

By Diane Rice
Andover Lions Club

The Lions Club of Andover is one of 
many Lions Clubs worldwide that par-
ticipated in the 18th Lions Club Inter-
national Peace Poster contest. The con-
test is an annual event and is an attempt 
to emphasize the importance of world 
peace to young people everywhere.

The winning poster was selected by 
a panel of judges from both the Andover 
Lions Club and teachers and staff of the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School. 
The panel had a diffi cult time choosing 
among the many excellent entries. 

This year’s winner was Siobhan 
Reid. Siobhan received a $50 savings 
bond  from the Andover Lions Club 
for her efforts. Her poster was selected 
for its originality, artistic merit, and 
portrayal of the contest theme, Peace 
Without Borders. Her poster will now 
advance to stiff competition at the next 
district level. 

Second and third place winners 
were Kyle Wylie and Danielle Adams. 
Kyle and Danielle each  received a cash 
award of $10.

The Andover Lions Club also deliv-
ered baskets of food and gifts of clothing 
and toys to several families in Andover as 
part of its Christmas outreach program. 
Funds for this and other projects come 
from the many events sponsored by the 
Lions Club, such as the annual Fourth 
of July Pancake Breakfast, the Lobster 
Bake, and other local activities. 

The Blackwater Grange #152 held 
its December meeting on December 
8. Twelve members enjoyed a pot luck 
supper, which was followed by a short 
business meeting, a program, and an 
exchange of gifts. 

Grange members wish everybody a 
Happy New Year and will see you when 
Grange meetings resume in April!

An Andover Service Club 
Holiday Photo Album

(Above) Kyle and Kody Keller won 
fi rst and second place among 
fourth graders in the poster contest 
held by the Andover Service Club, 
and (right) Emily Lance won third 
place among fourth graders. 
 Photos: Fred Lance
(Below) Irene Jewett, Mary Ofen-

loch, Margo Coolidge, Club Presi-
dent Sara Tracy-Arone, Arlyne 
French, and Madalyn Goodwin 
(seated) take a break from the fes-
tivities at the Service Club’s annual 
Christmas Luncheon, held this year 
at La Meridiana in Wilmot.
 Photo: ASC member

Blackwater Grange

Andover Lions

New Hampshire Circle 
Of Home And Family

Diane Rice (r) of the Andover Lions 
Club presented Danielle Adams (l) 
and Siobhan Reid with awards for 
their winning entries in the Lions’ an-
nual Peace Poster contest.
 Photo: Charlie Darling

LADIES - The Andover Service 
Club Needs You!

For more information, call 
the ASC President at 735-5738 or the 

Membership Chair at 735-5349 or rfgs@tds.net.

Do you enjoy
• making friends?

• using your talents?
• helping your community?

Whether you’re 
single or married, 

working or retired...

Become a 
Member of 

the Andover 
Service Club

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM to 8 PM
Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM
Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

WardLogHome.com
S.A. Blanco, Sales RepS.A. Blanco, Sales Rep

603 526-2229603 526-2229
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PHYLLIS MARJORIE EM-
ERSON, 94, formerly of Bristol, died 
December 3 at the New Hampshire 
Veterans Home in Tilton, after a period 
of failing health. 

Phyllis served in the Women’s 
Army Corp (WAC) in World War II 
as a Surgical Technician 5th Grade. 
She was a very spirited, ambitious 
and caring person who touched many 
lives throughout her long life. A 
strong advocate for senior citizens, 
she was a member and offi cer of the 
Bristol Chapter of the Gray Panthers, 
a national senior citizens’ group. She 
was involved in a number of improve-
ments for the safety and convenience 
for the seniors and children in the 
area. 

She is predeceased by her parents, 
a sister and two brothers. Survivors 
include her daughter, Ann Emerson-
Knott of Franklin; four grandchildren, 
Margaret Whedon of Franklin, John 
Knott Jr. of Grafton, Kathleen Hitch-
moth of Andover, and Harold Knott of 
Danbury; fi ve great-grandchildren; six 
great-great-grandchildren; and nieces 
and nephews. 

RUBY W. KEEGAN, 87, of 
Franklin, died Sunday, December 11 at 
the Peabody Home in Franklin. 

She was born in West Andover, the 
daughter of Charles and Sara (Stevens) 
Whittemore. Mrs. Keegan was raised 
in West Andover and was a graduate of 
the former Andover High School. She 
was an English teacher and librarian 
and was very active in the Swift Water 
Girl Scout Council and with the Frank-
lin Regional Hospital. 

Mrs. Keegan was a member of Frank-
lin Business and Professional Women’s 
Association and was a recipient of the 
Professional Woman of the Year. She 
also was a former board member of the 
Peabody Home. 

She was predeceased by three sis-

ters, Alice P. Whittemore, Emily E. 
Whittemore, and Annie W. Thompson; 
and two brothers, David Whittemore 
and James Whittemore. 

ELIZABETH H. “LIB” 
(WIGGIN) RAYNO, 88, of New 
London, died December 17 at the 
Clough Center, where she lived for the 
past eight years. 

Mrs. Rayno had worked in the house-
keeping department in Burpee Dorm at 
Colby Junior College in New London 
for more than 25 years. She was well 
known for her delicious cakes, pies, and 
donuts. 

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 60 years, John, who died in 
1996. She was also predeceased by 
her son, Stanley, who died in 1985; 
and her two brothers, Reginald, who 
died in 2000, and Donald, who died 
in 2001. 

Members of her family surviv-
ing include a son and daughter-in-law, 
Robert S. and Gay Ellen Rayno of Pot-

ter Place; a daughter-in-law, Loretta 
Rayno of Wilmot; six grandchildren, 
Glenn L. Rayno, Douglas J. Rayno, K. 
Bruce Sanborn, Emily Collinson, Peter 
Sanborn, and Kitty Burnham; 11 great-
grandchildren; one great-great-grand-
son; and nieces and nephews. 

Normally the Beacon will print the 
obituary of an Andover resident or a 
short summary of the obituary of some-
one with a connection to Andover. 

If friends or family would like a particu-
lar obituary handled differently, please let 
us know at 735-6099 as soon as possible.

OBITUARIES

By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

Happy New Year! I trust this fi nds 
you refl ecting on the year 2005 and 
most recently the time spent with loved 
ones and friends celebrating the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

At the time of holidays many people 
fi nd themselves feeling less than joy-
ful. Perhaps some – including me – are 
missing loved ones who have passed 
on. Some are just plain lonely after the 
Christmas season. Perhaps money is 
tight at this time of year with the cost of 
fuel and other living expenses. Some 
young people may be facing many 
challenges in life, including a lot of 
peer pressure. 

Please know that the folks at Andover 
Congregational Church are ready to 
welcome you to worship with us and 
trust you will fi nd comfort and peace in 
God’s house.

In the Book of Matthew we read the 
words of Jesus: “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart and you will fi nd rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.”

Again, I wish you all a Happy New 
Year. May the year 2006 be full of many 
blessings. And please accept an invitation 
to come as you are and worship with us.

Sunday School and morning wor-
ship begin at 9:30 with childcare pro-
vided. For more information about out-
reach programs for people of all ages 
call Pastor John at 735-5160.

By Sally Bergquist
Kearsarge Unitarian Univ. Fellowship

The Kearsarge Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship is very pleased to be back 
in the beautifully renovated Stone Cha-
pel at Proctor Academy. It is bright and 
clean, attractive and welcoming. We 
are looking forward to another year of 
interesting and thought-provoking ser-
vices in a fresh new setting.

A temporary change has had to be 
made because of the delay in comple-
tion of the children’s downstairs Sunday 
School area. For the time being, chil-
dren attending Sunday School will go 
directly to the Proctor Service Building 
located to the right rear of the Chapel. 
The Sunday School teacher, Brittany, 
will be there to welcome them.

It’s good to be home again!

Kearsarge UU Fellowship

Andover 
Congregational 

Church

Where In The World Is Stacey?

60 Depot Street, Potter Place – $210,000
STACEY VIANDIER • Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate • 526-4116 • stacey@cbmilestone.com

Kearsarge Unitarian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend Emily Burr, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship
526-8213 • kuufnh.org

ANDOVER
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
On the hill, beside the 
road in East Andover

All are ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

Sunday morning worship &
Sunday School at 9:30 AM

Childcare provided
Fellowship following the service

All are welcome!
735-5160

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Fall and winter clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!
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Production Production 
AssistantAssistant

If you have page layout 
and/or ad design skills, or or 

would like to learn,would like to learn, then The The 
Andover BeaconAndover Beacon wants you! 

Volunteer as much or as little 
time as you like to help cre-
ate ads or lay out the paper. 

For more info, call 
Charlie at
735-6099.735-6099.
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By Heidi St. Jacques
Oxbow 4-H

Our annual December Christmas 
celebration and Yankee Swap took place 
on December 11 at the Shottes home in 
New Boston. We enjoyed a wonderful 
dinner and fun gift swap. We collected 
many items for a food basket which we 
donate yearly to a needy family. 

Our club includes members from 
many towns, so each year we put all 
the town names in a hat and randomly 
choose a town to receive the food bas-
ket. This year the basket went to New 
Boston.

Our next meeting will be held on Jan-
uary 8 at 4 PM at the St. Jacques’ home 
in Andover. We will review our current 
bylaws and discuss our goals as a club 
for the upcoming year.

For more information about 4-H, feel 
free to attend our next meeting or con-
tact the University of New Hampshire 
Cooperative Extension Service at 225-
5505 or Merrimack@ceunh.unh.edu.

Abigail Smith of Andover earned a 
place on the fi rst quarter High Honor Roll 
at Tilton School. Abigail is in 11th grade.

Brian Drew of Currier Road shipped 
out for Iraq on December 11 with his 
Army heavy artillery unit. Once in 
Bagdad, he intends to pursue the pos-
sibility of becoming a sniper. 

Brian will be deployed in Iraq for six 
months, then will return to the US for 
two weeks, then will return to Iraq for 
a year.

Brian is the oldest of Launa Des-
haies’ eight children. He is the son of 
Robert Drew and the step-son of Joseph 
Deshaies. Brian’s brothers Eric, Robert, 
and Jeremy all live in Andover. 

Also hoping for Brian’s safe return 
are his sister Shauna Drew, his half-
brother and half-sisters Albert, Nicole, 
and Felicia Deshaies, and his grandpar-
ents, Ellsworth and Sandra Miller of 
Salisbury.

Brian reports that you can’t get beef 
jerky in Iraq, so he’s asking friends and 
family to send him a supply. If you’d 
like to send him some, you can drop it 
off with his brothers at 39 Currier Road 
in Andover.

HONORED 
Abigail Smith

SHIPPED OUT 
Brian Drew

Oxbow 4-H Club

Located at the junction of
Routes 4 & 11 in Andover

A pleasant ride from Sunapee,
New London and the Valley

Chef Owner
Giovanni Leopardi

Serving Dinner Tuesday - Saturday

Escape theEscape the
OrdinaryOrdinary

Located at the junction of
Routes 4 & 11 in Andover

A pleasant ride from Sunapee,
New London and the Valley

Chef Owner
Giovanni Leopardi

Serving Dinner Tuesday - Saturday

Escape theEscape the
OrdinaryOrdinary

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call

735-5444

LakeFarm.com
AndoverArea.com

526-2464

Beacon Guides Beacon Guides 
WantedWanted

Beacon Guides are vital links 
in creating each issue of The The 
Andover Beacon,Andover Beacon, guiding and 

encouraging contributors 
and keeping them on track. 

Volunteer as much or as 
little time as you like helping 
a page of the Beacon come 
together. For more info, call 

Charlie at
735-6099.735-6099.

Andover
Historical
Society

PO Box 167 • Andover NH 03216
Yesterday Inspires Tomorrow

Help Preserve Our Town’s 
Proud Heritage!

Join the Historical Society and 
receive our quarterly newsletter.
Individual Membership – $10

Family Membership – $15
Donor Membership – $50

Individual Life Membership – $150
Volunteers are always needed!

• Tend the museum in the summer 
• Help care for Society properties
• Help with the 19th Century Fair

Out & About
Yoga Workshop

Kearsarge Council on Aging, New 
London, Wednesdays, January 11 to 
February 22, 10:30 AM. Focus on how 
breathing can reduce tension and stress. 
526-6368
Genealogy Workshop

Kearsarge Council on Aging, New 
London, Tuesday, January 17, 10 AM. 
Heather Makechnie of Andover will 
assist with genealogical research. 526-
6368 
Hypnosis with Jane King

Kearsarge Council on Aging, New 
London, Friday, January 20, 1 PM. 
Learn how hypnosis gently empowers 
you to improve your life. 526-6368
Lakes Region Snowmobile Club 
Radar Runs

January 29, Webster Lake in West 
Franklin. Races begin at 10:30. Alan 
Carignan 496-6146 or Steve Proulx 
934-2170.
New England Sled Dog Club Races

February 4 and 5, 9 AM to 5 PM, 
Profi le Falls/Franklin Falls Dam area. 
NESDC.org.
Boston Celtics Basketball Game

February 10, Fleet Center for Boston 
Celtics vs. Portland Trail Blazers. Bus 
departs Franklin Recreation Center 
4:30 PM. Registration deadline is Janu-
ary 6. $45 includes bus and ticket. 934-
2118 or rec@franklinnh.org.
Open Volleyball Night

Sundays, 5 PM to 6:30 PM, Franklin 
Recreation Center. 18 years of age or 
older. One-time fee of $10 for Franklin 
residents, $15 for others.
Veterans Memorial Ski Area

Ski a local, historic, family ski area 
in West Franklin. For more information, 
contact Kathy Fuller, mkf@metrocast.net 
or 934-3296. 
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By Brenda F. Lance
Andover Girl Scouts

The Andover Girl Scout troops 
assisted the Andover Service Club 
with Andover’s annual tree lighting 
on Sunday, November 27. The Scouts 
provided cookies, cocoa, and crafts in 
the lobby of AE/MS before the tree 
was lit.

The Girl Scout troops also went 
Christmas caroling at some local busi-
nesses on Thursday, December 8. 
About 20 girls in kindergarten through 
ninth grade and six leaders sang at the 
Andover Thrift Shop, at Pizza Chef, at 
the Andover Post Offi ce, at New Hori-
zons Hairstylists, at the Andover Pub-
lic Library, and at the Andover After 
School Program. Following that, they 
returned to AE/MS and had hot choc-
olate. It was nice to have the newest 
Daisy Girl Scouts join us, as well as the 
Senior Girl Scouts, who are now in high 
school.

The troops held their annual Moth-
er/Daughter Holiday Tea Party at the 
Masonic Hall in Potter Place on Sun-
day, December 11. We were treated to 
fi nger sandwiches, appetizers, and des-
serts, along with tea and cocoa served 
in real china teacups! This annual event 
has become a favorite, where everyone 
is encouraged to dress up for the occa-
sion. 

We were honored to have the Girl 
Scout founder, Juliette Low, (a.k.a. Sara 
Tracy-Arone) join us for tea dressed in 
fancy vintage clothing. We would like 
to thank the Masons for allowing us to 
use their facility.
Girl Scout Cookies

Our major fund-raiser will be start-
ing on January 6. That’s right! You can 
order your favorite Girl Scout cookies 
from January 6 to February 3. Cookies 
will arrive in mid-March. Please consid-
er supporting Girl Scouting in Andover 
by purchasing a box (or more!) of cook-
ies. All of our funds for programs, ac-
tivities, and recognitions come from 
monies raised from the fall product and 

spring cookie sales.
If you are watching your weight, 

or have other dietary restrictions, and 
do not wish to have a box of cookies, 
please consider donating a box to our 
Gift of Caring community service 
project. Before the cookie program 
begins, each Troop decides which 
organization in their community 
they would like to visit and deliver 
boxes of donated Girl Scout cookies 
to. When ordering for themselves, 
customers can also purchase a box of 
cookies as a gift for that troop’s cho-
sen organization. 

This is a great way for customers 
to still make their donation to the Girl 
Scouts, and in this case, they get the 
added satisfaction of having helped 
out two organizations at once. In the 
past, we have donated cookies to the 
Merrimack County Nursing Home, 
to Peabody Home in Franklin, to the 
Andover After School Program, and 
to the Lake Sunapee Region Visiting 
Nurse Association food bank in New 
London, to name a few.

For the past two years, we have also 
participated in the Council-wide proj-
ect of shipping cookies to soldiers. Last 
year, Girl Scouts of Swift Water Coun-
cil worked with the New Hampshire 
Air National Guard Family Program 
to ship more than two tons of cookies 
(5,484 boxes) to New Hampshire men 
and women stationed overseas.

In addition to the ever-popular Thin 
Mints, Samoas, and Trefoils, there is a 
new cookie this year. It is called “Cafe 
Cookie,” and it is a crisp cookie carmel-
ized with brown sugar and a hint of cin-
namon spice. 

If you don’t know a local Girl 
Scout, look for our cookie booths 
around town in late March or call one 
of the leaders: Lisa Hanscom, 735-
5972; Brenda Lance, 735-5122; Kath-
erine Stearns, 735-6115; or Joanna 
Seeley, 735-5117.

Thank you for your continued 
support.

Andover Girl Scouts

Girl Scouts’ Holiday Tea – Front (l-r):  Shannon Haley, Emily Bates, Tiffany Pou-
lin, Scout Armstrong, Shyanne Goodbread, Emma Davis, Hannah Munson. 
Middle: Erin Hanscom, Rebekah Stearns, Megan Hanscom, Emily Lance, Sara 
Tracy-Arone portraying Juliette Low, the founder of Girl Scouts. Back: Megan 
Coll, Stephanie Nelson, Mariah Haley, Abigail Lance, Brianna Keniston.
 Photo: Katherine Stearns

Join us in January...
Now open on Tuesdays!

“20% OFF TUESDAYS” save on ALL REG. PRICED FABRICS!
AFTER-HOLIDAY SPECIALS Throughout The Store.

and
Start the New Year with FUN AND AFFORDABLE CLASSES:

Madeleine‛s Reversible Bag, Chevron Jacket, 
Roman Shades, Collage Vest, Flannel Lap Quilt, 

and MUCH MORE!
Call NOW to reserve your space.

Tuesday - Saturday 10 to 5 • Thursday ’til 8 • Sunday 12 to 5
Pancake Road and Route 11,  AndoverPancake Road and Route 11,  Andover

Info@ConstantQuilter.com • www.ConstantQuilter.com • 735-4100

FLORIST & UNIQUE GIFTS
526-2401

1-888-526-2401

New London Shopping Center
LOCAL DELIVERY

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 Closed Sunday
Family Owned & Operated

Cards, Merry Meyer Plush Animals
Winter Colonial Candles

Unique Gifts • Mylar Balloons
Green and Blooming Plants
Gourmet and Fruit Baskets

-We deliver to Andover--We deliver to Andover-

Ring in the New Year with...Ring in the New Year with...
A warm aroma-therapy wrap 

from Dream Time or
Fresh flowers and a blooming 

plant to bring some sun inside or
A new Colonial Candle to light up 

dark winter nights!

A stop into Christie’s will prevent
Cabin Fever!

We are your one stop for We are your one stop for 
Valentine’s Day!Valentine’s Day!

Order your sweetheart her roses Order your sweetheart her roses 
early this year ~ no worries!early this year ~ no worries!

Pets welcome, too!

Call or fax Max  
at 934-3311

saratracy@mymailstation.comO
P
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D.K. Motel
390 North Main St
West Franklin

Hello, I‛m Max.  
When unexpected 

guests arrive,  
call me!
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Here’s the schedule for the Andover 
teams playing in the Quad Valley Rec-
reational Basketball League. 

K1 means Kearsarge Team 1; S means 
Sunapee. Home games are played at 
Andover Elementary/Middle School; 
Kearsarge games are played at Kearsarge 
Regional Middle School; Sunapee games 
are played at Sunapee Elementary School.
Andover A1 

Third and fourth grade girls 
Coach: Amy Levesque
Dec 17 – K1 at 9:45
Jan 7 – @ K2 at 4:00
Jan 14 – @ S1 at 9:30
Jan 21 – @ K1 at 11:00
Jan 28 – K2 at 11:00
Feb 4 – S1 at 9:45
Feb 11 – K1 at 9:30
Feb 18 – K2 at 11:00

Andover A2
Fifth and sixth grade girls
Coach: Melissa Thompson
Dec 17 – Bye
Jan 7 – @ K9 at 12:15
Jan 14 – K6 at 9:30
Jan 21 – S3 at 12:15
Jan 28 – @ S4 at 1:30
Feb 4 – K8 at 11:00
Feb 11 – @ K7 at 12:15
Feb 18 – K7 at 9:45

Andover A3
Fifth and sixth boys
Coach: Dave Powers
Dec 17 – A4 at 8:30
Jan 7 – S5 at 11:00
Jan 14 – S6 at 11:00
Jan 21 – S7 at 9:30
Jan 28 – Bye
Feb 4 – @ K10 at 4:00
Feb 11 – K13 at 11:00
Feb 18 – @ K11 at 11:00

Andover A4
Fifth and sixth boys
Coach: Tom Frantz
Dec 17 – A3 at 8:30
Jan 7 – K10 at 9:30
Jan 14 – @ S5 at 1:30
Jan 21 – S6 at 11:00
Jan 28 – K11 at 9:30
Feb 4 – Bye
Feb 11 – @ S7 at 11:00
Feb 18 – K12 at 12:15
The tournament will be held the fi rst 

weekend of March. Andover 1 will play at 
home, while Andover 2, 3, and 4 will play 
at Kearsarge Regional Middle School.

Andover residents are invited to a 
Free Ski/Snowshoe Day at Pine Hill 
Nordic Ski Club’s new venue on Sat-
urday, January 28 from 9 AM to 4 
PM. Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club offers 
20 kilometers of groomed ski trails, 
seven kilometers of snowshoe trails, 
and fi ve kilometers of backcountry 
ski trails. 

To get to Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club, 
turn off Route 11 in Wilmot onto Pine 
Hill Road; take the second right off 
Pine Hill Road; at the fi fth driveway 
on the left, look for the “Pine Hill” 
sign. If that lot is full, go two more 
driveways on the left and look for the 
sign for parking.

For more information, visit Pine-
HillSkiClub.com or call 735-5000.

Ski Or 
Snowshoe 

Free At 
Pine Hill

Andover Basketball

✦ Unlimited check writing, free of any check charges

✦ No Fee ATM/VISA Check Card
 at Lake Sunapee Bank ATMs plus no annual user fee.
 No fees for Debit Card merchant transactions.

✦ No Fee On-Line Banking

✦ No Fee On-Line Bill Pay
 
✦ No Fee TeleBanker 
 Telephone Banking

✦ Free of monthly maintenance fees
 No monthly maintenance fee with direct deposit or 
 by maintaining the minimum daily balance.*

✦ Itemized monthly statement with check images
 All the features listed are standard on the Lake Sunapee Bank 
 Basic Checking Account. For even more checking account
 benefi ts, see a Customer Service Representative at any LSB offi ce
 or learn more OnLine at www.lakesunbank.com.

Look what’s standard with a

800.281.5772 • www.lakesunbank.com
Equal Housing Lender • Deposits Insured by the FDIC

*Fees applied if average daily balance 
falls below the required minimum.

Lake Sunapee Bank checking account!

Bill Koch League

Youth Nordic 
Skate Race 

11 AM Saturday, Jan. 14 
Blackwater Ski Area

Young skiers age 5-13 welcome! 
Lollipop/J6-J3 categories. 
NENSA members - $5
Non-members - $10 

For more information or to register: 
Brooks Bicknell at (603) 735-6941 
or Brooks@Proctornet.com or visit 

www.AndoverOutingClub.com

ChildFind Clinic
Pre-school Screening

On Saturday, January 7, from 9 
AM to 11 AM the Special Educa-
tion Staff of the Andover School 
District can screen your child for 
possible disabilities in the areas of:
 • Speech • Vision
 • Hearing • Motor ability
 • Learning

There is no charge for residents 
of the Andover School District. 
For an appointment, call Kristin 
Spanger Flaherty at 735-5494.

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

AFTER-CHRISTMAS

INVENTORY REDUCTION
SALE NOW IN PROGRESS

Come check out all the specials!

Route 11 &  TownLineOutdoorFurniture.com 735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover U-Haul Rentals Open 7 Days

Choose the gift of a warm, 
comfy scarf for those on 

your Christmas list! 
Special orders welcomed!

SHOP LOCALLY!
Handknits by Judy are available at
Artisan’s Workshop 

in New London 
or call Judy Evans at 735-5331

Handknits
by

Judy
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Kearsarge Youth Hockey Associa-
tion will hold its Learn To Skate lessons 
at the Malone Rink at Proctor Academy. 
The lessons will cover 10 sessions on 
Saturdays from 8 AM to 9 AM starting 
on January 7. 

The lessons are taught by certifi ed 
learn-to-skate instructors led by Dr. 

 By Lisa Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

It is time to draw names for the 
Andover One Wheelers’ January Raffl e 
Calendar. One winner will be drawn 
each day for the month of January. 

The One Wheelers wish to thank 
the many local businesses who have 
supported us in this fund raising effort. 
Thanks go to: 
Andover

Blackwater Junction Restaurant
Pizza Chef

Franklin
Kate’s Bar and Grill
Grevior Furniture
Franklin Savings Bank
Aubuchon Hardware
Benson Auto
Century 21 Twin Rivers Realty
Al’s Pizza

Tilton
The Red Blazer/Kalliopes
Uno Chicago Grill

Danbury
Ragged Mountain Resort

New London
The Hair Station

Concord
Veano’s Italian Kitchen
Imagination Village
Don Giovanni Cucino Italiana
The Barley House
Capitol Grille
Tio Juans Margaritas Mexican Res-

taurant
Outback Restaurant
The Red Blazer/Kalliopes
Uno Chicago Grill

Lincoln
Inn Seasons Resorts Pollard Brook 
Also, thank you to all our supporters 

who bought calendars. Good luck!

The Kearsarge Youth Hockey Association Bantam team (ages 13 and 14) 
includes Ryan Davis and Jason Thompson from Andover. The team beat Sa-
lem 6-4 and played at St. Anslem College in Goffstown on December 18. 
 Photo: Rose Davis

AE/MS Boys And 
Girls Basketball 

Schedules
Dec 15 @ Franklin A, 3:30
Dec 20 Winnisquam B, 3:30
Dec 21 @ Winnisquam A, 4:00
Jan 4 Barnstead A, 3:30
Jan 10 @ Laconia Christ. A, 4:00
Jan 11 @ Newfound A, 3:30
Jan 11 Newfound B, 3:30
Jan 12 @ Winnisquam B, 4:00
Jan 17 Franklin A, 3:30
Jan 19 Newfound A, 3:30
Jan 19 @ Newfound B, 3:30
Jan 24 Franklin A, 3:30
Jan 26 Winnisquam A, 3:30
Feb 2 Campton B, 3:30
Feb 7 @ Kearsarge A/B, 3:30
Feb 9 @ Campton B, 3:30
Feb 14 Kearsarge A, 3:30
Feb 15 @ Barnstead A, 3:30
Feb 16 Kearsarge B, 3:30

The Kearsarge Youth Hockey Association Pee Wee team (ages 11 and 12) 
includes Jacob Frost, Patrick Barton, and Breanna Davis from Andover. The 
team beat the Junior Monarchs 1-0 at the Tri-Town Arena in Hooksett on 
Sunday, December 18. Photo: Rose Davis

The Kearsarge Youth Hockey Association Squirt team (ages 8 to 10) includes 
Keith Davis, Logan Marcus, and Becca Stearns from Andover. The team lost 
to Twin Valley 5-0 on Sunday, December 18. They also played at Kimball 
Union Academy in Meriden. Photo: Rose Davis

Gregory Curtis. All skaters are required 
to wear a helmet.

The course of lessons costs $80. To reg-
ister, contact Allen Abendroth, the KYHA 
registrar, at 863-7576 or Doug Windsor at 
763-4171 or how2@adelphia.net.

For more info about KYHA, visit 
www.nlrec.com/orgs/kyh.htm.

KHYA Learn To Skate

Andover One 
Wheelers Raffl e 
Calendar Begins

L AND FOR SALEL AND FOR SALE
Alexandria, NH

2-acre lots (two of them) 
in Newfound Lake area

Driveway, septic design, 
highway frontage, secluded 

building sites

Ideal for log cabins, custom 
homes, or modulars

$85,000 each lot
768-9893 evenings

Steve Hodges
Highland Lake Inn

PO Box 164
East Andover NH 03231

603 735-6426
HighlandLakeInn.com

Let us take good care of your 
family and friends!

— $35,000

— $30,000

— $25,000

— $20,000

— $15,000

— $10,000

— $5,000

Watch 
US grow!

The Andover Rec-
reation Committee 
has raised $17,000 
toward better, safer, 
more convenient, 
and more effi cient 
facilities at Corson 
Field and Blackwater 
Park. Won’t you help 
us reach our goal 
with a tax-deductible 
contribution today?

Andover Recreation FundAndover Recreation Fund
PO Box 61PO Box 61

Andover NH 03216Andover NH 03216

TOWN of ANDOVER

Andover Town Clerk
and Tax Collector

will be closed 
Saturday, December 31 

for New Year’s Eve

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332
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student or teacher about the Eagle Code 
and they will tell you that the Eagle 
Code means:

Always Be Respectful
Everybody Is Responsible
Make Good Choices
Safety: First, Last, and Always
Attorney Kuster congratulated the 

students on having a set of laws that 
govern them within their school envi-
ronment and added that the group was 
among the most attentive and respect-
ful she has seen, including high school 
and college audiences. Students were 
also encouraged to think carefully 
about their actions and how they might 
be perceived by others. Even though a 
student may not intend to harm another 
student, harm may occur.

Today’s generation of kids has be-
come desensitized to the issues and vi-
sual images of sex and violence. It is, 
therefore, important to understand ex-
actly what bullying and sexual harass-
ment are. Although the terms “bully-
ing” and “harassment” are often heard, 
they are rarely defi ned in legal terms. 
Attorney Kuster took the opportunity 
to clearly outline how the State of New 
Hampshire views these behaviors.
Bullying Defi ned

New Hampshire law defi nes “bul-
lying” as a form of student harassment 
that:

• Subjects a student to insults, taunts, 
or challenges, whether verbal or 
physical in nature; and 

• Is likely to intimidate or provoke a 
violent or disorderly response from 
the student being treated in this 
manner.

• New Hampshire law requires pub-
lic schools to implement anti-bully-
ing policies.

Sexual Harassment Defi ned
The legal defi nition of sexual harass-

ment is verbal or physical conduct im-
posed on the basis of gender that denies, 
limits, or results in different educational 
opportunities. Some examples include:

• Comments about body parts or ap-
pearance.

• Touching private parts, even on top 
of clothing.

• Graffi ti on bathroom walls.

• Comments about sexual orienta-
tion.

• If attention of a sexual nature is 
interfering with a student’s abil-
ity to do schoolwork, a sport, or to 
socialize or enjoy life, they might 
be a victim of sexual harassment.

What does a bully look like? Often, 
a bully is regarded as a “tough kid.” Yet, 
in reality, bullies (who can be boys or 
girls) are kids who do not really feel 
tough on the inside. Attorney Kuster 
offered students advice about how to 
effectively deal with bullies to avoid 
becoming victims themselves. Studies 
have shown that bullies are often vic-
tims and victims often become bullies 
as a result of being bullied – a vicious 
cycle that is diffi cult to break.

A question and answer period fol-
lowed the presentation where the stu-
dents learned:

• Adults can bully, too.
• Students can be sued in civil court, 

even though they are not adults.
• Online harassment is the newest 

form of harassment.
• It is easy to become a perpetrator 

or a victim online.
• What you might think of as casual 

behavior and language could be 
characterized as harassment.

• Beware of what you say online 
and who you say it to – people are 
watching.

• Seek out the help of a trusted adult 
when you feel threatened in any 
way.

A special thank you to AE/MS Prin-
cipal Jane Slayton for arranging the pre-
sentation and to Ann McLane Kuster for 
discussing these extremely important 
issues and offering real-world answers 
to students’ questions.
Resources

The following resources are helpful 
in combatting bullying and harassment:

• “Bullying Prevention is Crime 
Prevention” at FightCrime.org.

• Center for Prevention of School 
Violence at www.NCDJJDP.org

• OperationRespect.org
• www.Bullying.org

Bullying  from page 1

Ann McLane Kuster is a shareholder and director of Concord law fi rm Rath, 
Young and Pignatelli. She focuses her legal practice primarily on legislative 
and policy matters for clients such as Dartmouth College, Dartmouth Medical 
School, The New Hampshire College and University Council, and New Hamp-
shire Independent Schools. Her recent presentation, “What Are Bullying and 
Harassment?” was well-received by AE/MS middle school students.
 Photo by Gretchen Hildebrand

The Facts About Bullying
• Compared to their peers, kids who are bullied are fi ve times more 

likely to be depressed.
• Bullied boys are four times more likely to be suicidal.
• Bullied girls are eight times more likely to be suicidal.
• Nearly 60% of boys who researchers classifi ed as bullies in grades 

six through nine were convicted of at least one crime by the age of 
24. Of that group, 40% of them had three or more convictions by the 
age of 24.

• One study of school shootings found that almost three-quarters of 
the attackers felt persecuted, bullied, threatened, attacked, or injured 
by others prior to the incident.

• 160,000 students are absent from schools nationwide each day be-
cause they fear being bullied.

The Facts About Harassment
• In one study, 85% of girls and 76% of boys in grades eight through 

11 reported some form of harassment.
• 13% of girls and 9% of boys reported being forced to do something 

sexual at school other than kissing.
- One in four girls stayed home or cut class because of harassment.

Richard Takes the Con-
fusion Out of Real Estate

Richard 
Beckford
735-5444

AMY SCHNEIDER M.D.

FAMILY 
MEDICINE
8 Lawrence Street

PO Box 120
Andover

735-4363 phone

Same Day
Appointments 

Available

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary dona-

tions for a substantial part of its budget.
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Andover Middle 
School Honor Roll

First Trimester

Grade Five 
High Honors
• Amelia Gilchrist
• Mariah Lansdown-Howard
• Kristi Perreault
• Madison Powers

Honors
• Jason Ashburn
• Cody Barton
• Ethan Barton
• Tim Braley 
• Stephanie Croteau 
• Ricky Dansereau
• Shrief Elmasry
• Alexis King
• Marissa Laro
• Meaghan Reid
• Jessica Underdahl
• Lydia Walker
• Mary-Jane Wittel
• Cameron Wood

Grade Six
High Honors
• Siobhan Reid
• Michaela Trefethen

Honors 
• Chantal Caron
• Breanna Davis
• Adam Ellis 
• Caleb Frantz 
• Megan Hanscom
• Steele Henderson
• Jeremy Mason
• Rhianna Newton
• Derrick Nowell
• Bridget O’Mara
• Maddy Pfeifer
• Joey Rego
• Kyle Wiley
• Andrew Young

Grade Seven 
High Honors
• Shawna Barton
• Will Henriques
• Haley Peters
• Alec Walker

Honors
• Joshua Bennett
• Canon Brownell
• Meredith Cline
• Katie Keller
• Kassie Lamper
• Becca Lance
• Emily Laro
• Katie O’Mara
• Sooki Vercellotti
• Sophie Viandier

Grade Eight 
High Honors
• Elizabeth Stearns

Honors
• Tenzin Dickinson
• Hannah Frantz
• Amanda Gilchrist
• Jim Hanlon 
• Adam Smith
• Joshua Wagner
• Tyler Waine
• Jessica West
• Cory Wiley

High Honors: All As & 1s or 2s
Honors: All As or Bs & 1s or 2s

The Internet is an asset to students 
today, as they use it regularly for 
academic research and information. 
Many students now have access to 
a computer at home. Unfortunately, 
there are dangers associated with the 
Internet. 

To address these dangers, Jane 
Slayton, Principal of Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School, has invited Detec-
tive James McLaughlin of the Keene 
Police Department to come to AE/MS 
and talk with older students, staff mem-
bers, and interested parents and com-
munity members regarding Internet 
safety. Detective McLaughlin, who 
specializes in Internet crimes against 
children, will offer his presentation at 
AE/MS on January 25 at 9 AM. All are 
welcome to attend.

Detective McLaughlin’s presenta-
tion will look at what type of persons 
are committing child exploitation 
crimes, how child victims are en-
gaged, and where on the Internet sex 
offenders look for victims. The goal 
of the presentation is to give partici-
pants information which will enable 
them to be more informed regarding 
how sex offenders operate, so they 
can then formulate home safety rules 
for themselves. 

AE/MS Knitting Club Welomes Help
A group of third and fourth grade Andover Elementary School girls and 

boys are learning to knit. They meet after school on Tuesdays from 3 PM 
to 4 PM and would love to have some help and guidance from commu-
nity members who are experienced knitters.
Could you join us with your knitting to work alongside a beginner and 

chat?  If you are interested, please contact Holly Gagne at the school at 
735-5494.
Above left: Bailey Powers, Jesika Heath, and Erin Hanscom. Above right: 

Shannon Haley. Photos: Gretchen Hildebrand

Students from the Andover Middle School Student Council are collecting 
dog and cat food for an animal shelter in Franklin. They are John Dukette 
(standing on left), Amanda Gilchrist (sitting on fl oor, left), Greg Hewitt (behind 
couch), Katie Bourdeau, Tenzin Dickinson, Hannah Frantz, Devon Levesque, 
Elizabeth Stearns, Lizzie Rego (all seated on couch), Amy Lamos (on fl oor, 
right) and Adam Smith (standing, right). 
 Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

Detective Offers 
Internet Safety 
Talk At AE/MS
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O • 24-Hour Towing Service

• 24-Hour Wrecker Service
• OHRV Registrations

   Scott Palmer   Scott Palmer
        Phil LeBrecht        Phil LeBrecht
             Darrel Palmer             Darrel Palmer
                  Ethan Ballin                  Ethan Ballin

720 Main Street • Andover
526-9528 • 344-1123 nights

Happy 4th Birthday

ROBBIE 
SCHWENDLER

Love,
Grampy and Grammie

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes 
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies & 

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot 
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte 
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf 

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas 
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 9

Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 10

Kids – Join The Beacon Team!
AE/MS kids have done an awesome job of covering school events. Keep up the 

great work! The Beacon loves having your help.



AndoverBeacon.com January 2006 $2.00

Mark Your
Calendar!

Kaitlin Anderson (above) from 
Andover has been named captain of the 
Merrimack Valley High School girls 
basketball team. Kaitlin is currently a 
junior at MVHS. 

Katie Haley, Kristin Corliss, Haley 
Levesque, and Amanda Brule of 
Andover are also on the team, as is Tay-
lor Miller of Salisbury.

If you have a chance, come down to 
support the girls at one of their games!

By Lorraine Cline
For the Beacon

What’s the difference between a 
lawyer and an attorney? No, this is not 
another bad lawyer joke, but a question 
posed by Ann McLane Kuster prior to 
her recent presentation at AE/MS en-
titled “What Are Bullying and Harass-
ment?” This eye-opening discussion 
about bullying, harassment, and how 
these behaviors are defi ned by the New 
Hampshire legal system was presented 
on December 13 to sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grade students. Middle-school 
teachers, specialists, and administra-
tors, including members of the superin-
tendent’s offi ce, were also present.

The attentive audience was quick to 
recognize that there is no difference be-
tween a lawyer and an attorney. But the 
question primed them to begin to look 
at social situations at school and how 
they are connected to New Hampshire 
state law and their own set of school 
laws, the Eagle Code. Ask any AE/MS 

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

The Holiday Concert was performed 
before a standing-room-only crowd on 
December 15. The concert included 
students in kindergarten through grade 
eight as well as the beginner and ad-
vanced bands. The familiar holiday 
melodies are always a delight. Many 
of the classes added an accent to their 
songs with costuming and choreogra-
phy. The third grade students played 
recorders.

It was impressive to see what the 
beginner band had already mastered in 
such a short time. The advanced band 
continues to dazzle the crowd, and this 
performance was no exception. There 
were several duets and a solo in addi-
tion to the band numbers. It is obvious 
that Mr. Hubert, the band director, and 
the talented musicians have worked 
hard these past few months.

The evening ended with the tradi-
tional slide show coordinated by Ms. 
Hildebrand, Ms. Connor, and Mr. 
Wiley.
Holiday Shoppe

The Holiday Shoppe was held on De-
cember 19. Many beautiful, useful items 
were donated to the Holiday Shoppe by 
parents and community members. The 
children love to shop for their parents 
and siblings all by themselves.

The Andover Parent Teacher Organi-
zation fi lled the teacher workroom with 
snacks and treats every day the week 
before vacation. The PTO has found 
many ways over the years to show their 
appreciation for Andover’s teachers.
Snow Days

Students have enjoyed two snow 

days in the month of December. They 
have both been Fridays. Snowy and 
icy conditions made travel unsafe. The 
fi rst snow day is always an exciting 
event, although no one enjoys going 
to school the additional days in June. 
Middle School students were sched-
uled to go to a Manchester Monarch’s 
hockey game but it, too, was a casualty 
of the storm. The Andover School Dis-
trict has a long-standing practice that 
if school is cancelled, so are evening 
activities.
Cat Food And Dog Food

Eighth grade members of the 
Andover Middle School Student Coun-
cil have put the word out that they are 
collecting dog and cat food for an ani-
mal shelter in Franklin. Several boxes 
have already been fi lled and are await-
ing delivery in January.

Middle School Learns The 
Legalities Of Bullying

See Bullying  on page 22

MVHS Girls 
Basketball

Andrew Young, Joey Rego, and Madison Powers perform with the Advanced 
Band at the AE/MS Winter Concert.  Photo: Katherine Stearns

December Flys By At AE/MS
MVHS Girls Basketball
Dec 2 @ Coe-Brown, L 48-44
Dec 6 Pembroke, L 39-49
Dec 10 @ Monadnock, W 23-49
Dec 13 Milford, W 77-46 
Dec 14 @ Kearsarge, L 65-42 
Dec 17 John Stark, L 29-46 
Dec 19 @ St. Thom. Aq., L 46-36 
Jan 4 Coe-Brown
Jan 6 @ Plymouth Regional
Jan 10 @ Bow 
Jan 14 Lebanon 
Jan 17 Kearsarge 
Jan 20 Hanover 
Jan 24 @ Pembroke 
Jan 27 @ Bishop Brady 
Jan 31 @ John Stark 
Feb 3 Souhegan 
Feb 8 Bow 

Jan 2 – Board of Selectmen, 7
Jan 3 – School Board, AE/MS, 
6:30
Jan 3– Building Inspector, 7-8 
Jan 5 – Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, 
Potter Place, 7:30
Jan 7 – ChildFind Clinic, AE/MS, 9 
AM to 11 AM
Jan 7 – An Evening With Pianist Wil-
liam Ogmundson, Norris Theatre, 
Proctor, 8 PM, 735-6870
Jan 8 – Free Public Skating, Malo-
ney Rink, Proctor, 3-4
Jan 9 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Jan 9 – Snowmobile Club, AE/MS, 7
Jan 10 – Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 10 – Planning Board, 7
Jan 10 – AE/MS Facility Study pre-
sented, AE/MS, 7:30
Jan 11 – Andover Service Club, Pot-
ter Place, 10
Jan 11 – Budget Hearing for Andover 
School District, Town Hall, 7
Jan 11 – Conservation Comm., 7:30 
Jan 12 – Recycle Comm., Town Hall, 7 
Jan 13 – Soo-Nipi Audubon, Tracy 
Memorial Library, New London, 
7:30
Jan 14 – AOC Youth Nordic Skate 
Race, Blackwater Ski Area, 11
Jan 15 – Free Public Skating, Ma-
loney Rink, Proctor, 3-4
Jan 16 – NHCHF, Shirley Currier”s 
home, 12:30
Jan 16 – Board of Selectmen, 7
Jan 17 – Wilmot Community Center 
Senior Lunch, 12
Jan 17 – Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 17 – Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, Town Hall, 7:30
Jan 18 – Filing Period Begins For 
Town and School District Positions
Jan 18 – Budget Hearings for Town, 
Fire Departments, Water District, 7 
Jan 18 – Rail Trail, Town Hall, 7
Jan 19 – Library Trustees, Bachelder 
Library, 7:30
Jan 22 – Free Public Skating, Maloney 
Rink, Proctor, 3-4
Jan 23 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Jan 23 – Master Plan Update, 7
Jan 24 -- Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 24 – Planning Board, 7
Jan 25 – Internet Safety, AE/MS, 9 AM
Jan 25 – Conservation Comm. plan-
ning meeting, 7:30
Jan 27 – Filing Period Ends For 
Town and School District Positions 
Jan 27 – AE/MS Progress Reports 
sent home 
Jan 28 – Snowmobile Club Italian 
Buffet, AE/ MS, 5-6:30
Jan 29 – Free Public Skating, Malo-
ney Rink, Proctor, 3-4
Jan 31 – Andover Fish & Game, 
East Andover Clubhouse, 7:30
Jan 31 – Building Inspector, 7-8
Feb 2 – Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, 
Potter Place, 7:30
Feb 5 – Free Public Skating, Malo-
ney Rink, Proctor, 3-4
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